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'TheE 
the Reader. 


7 0od Reader. didft thou 
[EP eve yet read over thy 

23 own heart and life,and 
mend in ſome deerce what js 
amiſſe in both? ifnot, what 
comfort can this Treatiſe af- 
ford thee ? if ſo, what comfort 
can it not? This (hert Diſ- 
courſe laies open a great mat- 
ter. Tt is a Counterpaine of 
Chriſtians Charter : The 
Author himſelfe ſtiles it the 
Chriſtians Charter. 


If thy life be g6od,thy tenure 
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| To the Reader. 
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iwritings. The Reverend Au- 


\is large z yea, larger than tha 
of the Corinthians: The CA - 
poſtles, as Paul, Apollo, and 


Cephas were theirs ; ſo they 
are thine; and beſides them all 


that have ſucceeded them , the 
faithfull Minifters of the Go- 
ſpell,and all their ſtudies and 


thor of. this Treatiſe is thine, 
and this book.is thine;thine to. 
ſhew thee how much 3s thine. | 
Let me be thine alſo to comend| 
this work to thee,@ to pray for | 
thee: that as the Lord opned the| 
czes of Eliſhaes man, to ſee the| 
mountaine full of Horſes and | 
Chariots,and more with them, | 
than againſt them,ſo hee would, 
open thine,toſee thy great ri-' 
ches and priviledges in Jeſus 


the 


Chriſt.The want of ſight makes; + 
ju thinke we want. Poſt over | - 
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| To the Reader. 


the two great ' wolumnes of 
Heaven and Farth ,, and thou 


faith that hee may rejoyce in 


gaveit. The Sunne rejoyces 


ſhalt finde thyſelfe wealthy. 
Man bath this excellency a- 
bove all inferiour Creatures, 
to know what he is, and what 
he hath abowe others.The bruit 
beaſts are better thar plints, 
but they know it not, ati ſo 
plants are'm re exce'lent than 
the Elements,e*c. They bave 
worth, but underſtand iv#ag 
Man hath this added to his 
dignity,to know it. And this 
is given hin,(as a Schooleman 


what hee hath, and him that 


not inits owne beauty, becauſe 
it knowes it not. As there 7s 
tgnoti-nullacupido, /> nul- 
la deleQtatio: Wee carr as little 
delight in what we know 


M 2 not, 
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 Tothe Reader. 
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wot , &s deſire it. 

He therefore muſt needes be 
rich, that hath the blood of 
Chriſt which purchaſed the 
world, Whenall loſſes, either 
in goods or children befall fach 
a man, yet he hath enough be- 
1ftdes. When man ſaies all 1s 

«g Chriſt ſages all is his. 


uld make him hald up 
» but not too high- 
Id make hizs cheereful, 
Faot withallſcornfall. 

Men are ſtill apt to runne 
into extreames \- tell men of 
the bainous nature of finne, 


and for the moſt part they «s- 
ther ſteppeſhort , and doe not 


bewaile it, or ſtep beyond,and 
quite deſpaire. Obſtinacy is | 
the low extreamlike the earth, ' 
hard alſo and rocky as itis -| 
| Deſpaire is as much too high, | 

r As 
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| ſoxre will oyerweene them, as 
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To the Reader. 


as it were in the element of 
fire,which ſcorches wp the ſp1-| 
rit, the middle Region of Aire 
and W ater, of uehes and teares 
js the beſt. Thns when we treat 4 
of a godly mans priviledges, : 1 


faſt as others undervalew 
them, Chriſtian vertues are 
i; medio, #« well as Morall: 
| But generally men ſeems to pro- 
miſe to themſelves as Jona- 
than to David, ezther to ſhoot 
ſhort or beyond + Men will ei- 
ther overdoe, or doe nothivg. 
The Mediater teaches us a| © 

middle way. St. Paul, when [Atts. 28,| 
the Viper hung upon his hand, | 
was thought ſome natorions 
MalefaFor : when he ſhooke it 
off without harme,was agod- 


the firſt was too bad, and the 


laft too good : the midale | 
| 4.4... 
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To the Reader. 


N.__ of the circamference,that 


| 
had beene beſt , if they had 


ſaid, he # ſome good man. 


ES” 


one from another, ſome to 
| one ſrele,and others to the other 


| whilſt they ſtand ediametro 

ſiti , they leave the truth 
behinde them in the Center. 
i Sowze will give toomuch #0 
this or that Ordinance, be- 
canſe others give tOO little; 
and ſome will give toolittle, 
becanje others givetoo much. 


ther, and reſolve not to adhere 
| fo much as in one poynt. 


This cauſes many differences | 
in Religion : Menrunne ſo far | 


DCC 


Tt is a ſpirit of: Oppoſition ' 
|that cauſes Diviſions. ' Two | 
Spheares will but touch in a' 
poynt z andſb when men. are | 
| ſwolne with pride and anger, | 
they gather up one from ano-. 


The 


| To theReader. 
The Apoſtles were given 
to the Church to rejoyce in, 


|/hould 1 tel} thee what is ſaid 


but neither to deſpiſe nor dei- 


looke it(Reader) that it be not 
thine. Some men fall out 
with the wholeT ribe,and ther- 
upon beginne to lay aſide the 
principles of Soebriety. But 


by. Baronius, and ſomeothers, 
and what might be ſaid ofthe 
honour of that calling, this diſ- 
conrſe would rather want an 
Epiſtle, than bee one, for the 
length.  Indeede ſome have 


Prieſt-hood more than-it is. A 
Lattin Poſtiller upon that in 


Exod.30.31. where it is ſaid, 


fie - they. might either glory|- 
over them, nor glory in them: |. 
| 1t is the ſinne of theſe times ; 


gone too farrs, and made the | 


— 
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thou ſhalt anuoynt Aaron and 
[12 MS PE... 


To the Reader. 


| his ſonnes,@*c. becanſe it is 
ſaid Verſe thirty two, upon 
| Mans fleſh 7t /hallnot be pow- 
red, thence inferres in an Hy- 
perbolicallſence , that Prieſts 
are Angels,not having humane 
fleſh. Some kinde of poſtills 
and oloſſes are like Anticke- 
flouriſhings about agreat Ca- 
pitall Letter , which is not ſo 
much adorned by them, as 
darkned : ſuch is this. We 


count of us, as the Minifters of 
{Chriſt., .and Stewards of the 


have a Diguity indeede, bat 
ro Deity. Therefore in the 
words following «the Text 
bere "havdled : Chapter. the 


fourth , Verſ. the firſt, ſaies| 


the Apoſtle, let men ſo ace 


Myſteries of God : As the 


Miniſters of Chriſt wee arenot | 


fo be abaſed, and as but Mini- | 


erst 
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"_— To the Reader. 
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fters not to bee adored + As 
Stewards not to be magnified, 
and as Stewards of the Miſte= 
ries of God, not tobe wvilified, 
| Confer the Lords Meſſengers, 
both as earthen Veſſels, and 
as having a treaſure in them. 
But there are thoſe that ſet 
ſome too high, and depreſſe 0- 
thers too low. Thijs partials- 
t hath bronght many miſeries 
xpon the Church, and diverted 
many men from the Church. 
{it hath fent many » Renega- 
do bound for Rome. Diſcon- 
hw» 1s a dangerous thing, ; 
when the occaſion is juſt. 


weigh welt one paſſage,and n6t 
to miſdeeme it, which the 


Worthy Author hath Page 57. 


Inawsrd, 7 5-H thee to| 


concerning the right of wic-| 


ket men-to earthly: things, 
= He 
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Tothe Reader. 


He ſaies it is a miſtake to think. 
they have noright to them. 
And ſo it is indeed,Plal.17.14+ 
They have their portion in 
thishife : A man muſt needes 
have ſome right to his porti- 
Y on. VVhat Ananias had, A. 
'Y 5. was his owne, whilſt hee 
Y hadit , as Peter tels him.,and 
yet Sathan had filled hzs heart. 
We are to doe good to all, 
bur eſpecially the houſhold of 
Faith, Gal. 6.10. Therefore 
we may. doe good, and di- 
i ſtribute to thoſe that are not 
bl of the houſhold of Faith. But 


things belong. not. te. them ?- 
Tf in giving them. wee ſhall 
» make they Uſurpers, we had 
Wt | better nor give to then. If. a 
413 Covetows man hath no title 


— 


what. needes this, if earthly | 


to his goods, when ſentaxce | 


£4 _of 
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= _ TotheReader. 


of condemnation 3s paſſed upon ( 


him , he may ſay, why ann 
condemned for not giving, 
when I hadnothing to give? 
Beſedes it will follow, that no 
man ſhall bee condemmed for 
want of Liberality in not gi- 


ving , bat onely for want of 


Juſtice, 7» ot reſtoring. 
The earth was to bring forth 
to Adam falne,or for Adam, 
though Thornes and Thiſtles: 
The Sonnes of Adam have the 
Earth , though the curſe with 


(it. A Title therefore they 


have, thongh not the fame 
title with the righteous. The 
godly have them. as from a lo- 
wing Father, the- wicked as 
from aliberall Lord, who out 
of goodneſſe makes the Sunne 
to ſhine both #pen the juſt,and 


| and unjuft. Therefore a Chri- 


ſtians | 


——  — 


clude, but excell theirs. 


| here received; they are all they 


make much of what they have, | 
for they fhall have no more. 
| The ſervant of the Lord muſt 
ſeeke his portion in another 
life. The greateſt part of the 
things he hath here, is theleaſt 
hereafter. | 
| Bat then take the right 
courſe, and 'firft. make God| 
thine,and then all ſhal be thine. | 
Bat before God can bee thine, 
' Chrift muſt be thine ; andbe-| 
fore him, Faith maſt be thine; 

and before Faith , the Word | 


| -TotheReader. | 
| ſtians right doth not ex-| 

| Let not therefore a godly 
| martrouble himſelfe to argue | 


' 
' 


4 them out of their good things | 


Aa 
_— IR 


ſhall have. Let the wicked | 


| part of the things he ſhal have 


muſt be thine. Therefore ſb or- 


er 
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- "To the Readers 


der thy affaires as to heare,and 
ſo order thy hearing as to be- 

leeve, and ſothy Faith as to 

finde Chriſt im thy heart: And 
then thou ſhalt finde God. in 

Chriſt,andall in God. 

But I intreate thee for the 
mercies of Chriſt, if thou un- 
dertakefr a Chriſtian profeſ- 
ſion, walke anſwerably to 7t - 
and to a good Profeſlion, adde 
a good Confefhton. Oh that 
men would praiſe the Lord 
for his goodneſſe, and declare 
the wonders that he doth for 
the children of men. Bleſſe 
God for all thou haſt and ſhalt 


the man that inditedit : 4 
for notions ſublime, for ex- 


ciſe : A man ſpiritually ratio-! 


| 


have : yea, for this VV orke,@ | 


man, for matter alwaies fall, | 


ſr NT 


nall,'/ 


__ 


— — 


nall,ad rationally ſpiritual! : 
one that ſeemed to ſee the in- 
frdes of Nature andGrace, and 


theiVorldand Heaven,by thoſe 


perfe& anatomies he hath made 
of them all. But his VVorke 


needes no letter of commenda- | 


tion from any,mmchleſſe from 
one jo' unworthy as Tam.Ther- 
fare pardon me, . aud reade 
him, ard try thy ſelte, 
andglorifie God. 
Farewell. 
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T: He occafion of theſe Words, 


contained the principlc 
Heads in this Treatife. 


| | | P.1 
The «Apeples ſcope. Pal 
Diviſion of the Words, P.4 
All Perſons things, events, are a 
Chriſtians, P.7 
The World Natnarall, Civill, 
; Eccleflaſticall u the Churches, 


Churches, p15 
| The Plots of the wicked are for the 
good of the Church, p.16 
Life 5 the Churches. p19 
The life of 'good Paſtors, and 
good people are the Churches, 

; : i1dem, 


os. IE 
DE Tong” 
A Table, wherein is 


7 P-1I1 
The World of wicked men aye the | 


The 
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The Table. 


The life of good Magiſtrates is 
| A Cher, n p.20 | 
The benefit of preſent life. p21 
Death is the Churches, p.25 
| Death ir a harmuleſſe thing. +27 
It uncloaths us of rags,and puts on 
] robes, p-28 
] Sinne ts n labony irkſome 10 

Gods people, idem 
Dearth puts un end to miſery, p29 
Death frees ms from wicked men. 


| Death 3: the gatt of plory, p.zo 
| Death's day 1s onr birth day, p.3 1 
Death a good me fſenger of good ti- 
 Hiwgs ro the godly. p.32 
We frould no: be affraid of death, 
B55, 35 
Too mach feare of death - Hes 
want of faith, | p35 
Grace muſt check nature, p.36 
Treaſure up all the comforts thou 
carſt againft death, P37 
Death the beſt; Phyſitian, 1dein. 
. A ſweet confideration to be laid up 
againſt the houre of death p.39 
| Things 
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The Table. 


T hings preſent are ors, þp.<0 
Lffliftsons fit us for heaven, p.42 
To take all things thankfully. p.4 3 
Things to comg areoms, p44 
A choice notion to helpe againſ# the 

terrony of the houre of death. 


: P.49 
AChriftia ſure of the futnre.p.5 © 
A enſe concerning propriety, p: 52 
of caſe concerning the right of 


A caſe conterning almes. p59 
eL Caſe concerning liberty in the 


aſe of things. p.62 
4 caſe why good men fall to _ 
| P 


WW; Caſe whether Heathen An- 


| thors may be read. idem, 
A Chriſtias oxely truly rich, p.70 
Its the minde 5 64 makes a nar 
rich, and not his purſe, p.72 
Grace better for a man thanriches, 
A Chriftian is a great man. AE 


1 - 
AH Creatures hawe commiſſion 


from God to doe @ Chriſtian 
$404, P75. Singu- 


| 


wicked men, 2:57 - 


The Table. 


ineced Ac El 4c - 


| 
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| 


Singular comfort for Chriftians : 


tH{e, to keow chore « « wiſe Ged, 


P: 
Weare Chrifts,, therefore all «s 


doe what you will with them you 


caunot harme them, p. 80 
Grace will meaſure any eftate, 
P.81 


V ſe of comfort in al troubles, w em, 
2, Uſe for us : finse all «ours, uſe 
all to his honoxr. Pp. 83 
The (oule of a godly man not fs 
jeb to inordinate affetions, p,8 4. 
Vſe, to be thankful. p.35 


+36 

up of Gods - adtributes 
_ to effabliſh faith, p.88| 
Good and evill things ſerve Gods 
people, x attorpy, let God have 
all the glory. 89 


nv s, p. 99 
Whether wicked men have any 
thing that can be called theirs. 

| p-9l 

God ſeth wicked men for the 
Chu-ches good, thowgh they in- 
tend it net, p.93 
The) 


—_—  — 


> 


Lad... 


RO" _ PE BIIE 


Ao A 


The Table. 


he difference betweene the ride | 


| of Chriſtians and others, p:;95 


Whether Chriſtians may uſe all 
things as they lift : 1, Anf. by 4 


fonre-fold reſtraint. Pealon 
How a Chriſtian « Chriſt, 
3 P.103 

Qu, By what tuthe? .  p.108 
An, Fir#t, by creation, idem, 
Secondly,by Gift, idem, 


Thirdly, by redemption, i1dem, 


Fifthly,by conſent Pa109 
All things are Chriſts by vertne of 
bis redemption, , «© 'p.,HII 


| Chriſt had title to all things by 
vertwe of the Vnion of the be- [ 


mane nature with the divink 
: w.1r2 
We muſt aſke before we have.pli3 
All things are Chrilts,becas/e hee 


&5 hezre, + idem, 
AM things are our5,becanſe Chriſt 
| U30KrsS, p.114 


See all our priviledges in Chriſt 


firFt. * 9,315 


Fourthly,by marriage. idem, | 
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The Table. 
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The Angels attendon ms , becatiſe 
we are ( brifts. F-116 
To teach us thankfulneſſe. p117 
ell things come from God by 
Chrsft unto vs, idem, 
Seeing our confort lies in God & 
Chrift,we ſhould not bee ſwallow- 
edup with the creature, p.118 
We have all in Chriſt ; 1.as head, 
2. as Mediator, 3. as the effict- 
ent cauſe, 4. as the exemplary 
cauſe, P.121 
(friſt had a Kingdome in ht; 
death, P.123 
How we are Conqueronrs, p.126 


{uffering. P.127 


Chrsft. 
make ns love him, 
the Goſpel, is to ſhew us our 


K nowledge breedes truſt, p.133 


A Chrsftian conquers the move in| 


Jr, Study the excollencies of | 
p.128| 
The ftndies of Chrifts love will | 
129] 
A maine end of the Miniflers of | 


beggery, Ebriſts riches,p.1 z30| 


bak argument ſo comfortable to 
; ff na) , 


| 
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 FOr, P.I57. 


The Table. 


 Pady,as that of Chrift, ' paz 
Th -; know err = 
ours and we bes. P.135 
1. Wee fall know by aur conſent , 
| | idem, 
2, The ſpirit we are guiged by, 
p.176 
.. fe many. Chrift, p.138 


How to know if the Spirit be inwa, 


p.139. þ 
Its the ſweeteſt and ſafef conditi- 


ou to be in Chrif, _ 'p.143 | 
Feare not want, EEE 
Forſake all for Chrift, p.146 
Chriſt is Gods, | 


P-147 
In what ſence (hrift 6Gods,p,149], 


All things are God the Fathers, 
P.ISI 

Alt things come to us by Chrift, 
P+ L 52: 

No communion to be had with God 
without a Mediator, Þ.153 
Reaſons. 1, God doth not convey 
good things to w,but by the me- 
diation of (hrift p-I55 
2, Chrift « fitted to bee a Hedia- 


3.God| 
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© TheTable. 


| : Pp 
2; Topreſent Chrift to Gad in our 


ig. God doth it in mercy to wr.p.t58 


14. Chrift 1" bone of our bone, our 


. brother, 1 


162 


acaling with hins, P-165, 


13. To give Chriſt a prehemineuce 


' in onr hearts, p-167 


| See where to reft oxr ſoules. p.170 


4: We may reſt in Chriſt, and why, 


mh ; ; © 9 78 
5 All things are ours with Chriſt, 


| _ 2.179 
6, To bleſſe God for Chrift eſpect- 


ally. P,180 
To goe boldly to the throne of 
- Fre, TREE 83 
The Concluſion. . " p.184 


Imprimatur Tho. # ykes 
\.. Febr. 17. 1 638. > 


P.159 
In Chriſt God hath gathered hu | 
that were ſcattered, P.161 
| Vie.To ret all ro God in Chriſt. 
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Portion, 


OR A Curis TIANS 
CHARTER, 
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1.CoKk.3.21.22.23. There- 
fore let no man glory in 
men.for al things are yours. 
Whether Paul , or Apollo, 
or Cephas , or the World, 
or Life, or Death,or things 
preſent, or things to come, 
all are yours, and yee are 


Chriſts, and Chriſt is Gods, 
Z wENe Man is prone to 
& Idolize and ſerup a- 


© n:ther man in his 


; [' + | B ſoule 


| 


The - oe- 
caſion of 
thewares. 


— T 
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AC priſtians Portion . 
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"TheApo- 
Kles(cope. 


ſonle higher than is fir, 
which 1s never without 
great danger, and derogati- 
on from Chriſt, Menfor 
thelove of that good thatis|- 


[tnothers, whom they reve- 


and all. We are very prone 
to this fault, when we looke 
too much to perſons, who 
are ſubject to like infirmi- 
ties with our ſelves , that 
isthe rea{ o why the Apoſtle 
is ſo carefull in this Chapter 
toabaſe man, in chebegin- 
ning ofthis 21 Verſe : Let 
noman glory in men, thtatis, | 
fo farre as to: depend:upon 
them in matters of faith. 


nd evermuch dependance 


This therefore is the princi- 
pall ſcope of the Apoſtle in 
this place,tocut off Fadtion, 


upon 


——_— 


rence over much,take in ill, 


"A Chriſtians Ch arter. 


'upon men. There were ſore 
vaine-glorious Teachers that 


ces of people, ( as it 18 their 
| | uſe) and drew Faftons, and 
: {6 ſerup themſelves in ftead 
* | of Chriſt. The Apoſtle to 
- | prevent this, faith, Let wo 

man glory in men : Doe not 
© | glory your Teachers , they 
' |are but your ſervants, and 
© | Chriſts ſervants: For all things 
"| are yours,BY meanes of rhoſe 


people grew divided, and be- 
1 ganne toſer up one, and cry 
downe another : To redrefſe 


things are yours + whether 


| had crept into the conſcien- | 


| vaine-glorious Teachers, the | 


4 rhis, rhe Apoſtle faith, 47| 


| 


i Paul — himſe;fe, or} 


| 4pollo-, another excellent 


{man ; yea, Cephas, Peter him-| 


Iſelfe. : Parl,with allhis ſear- 
-— WY ning, | 


A Chriſtians *Portion or | 


Diviſion 


of the 


words, 


ning, Apollo with his elo- 
quence, Peter with his vehe- 
mency of ſpirit ; what he is, 
and whathe hath, all his en- 
dowments-are for the good 
ofthe Church. 

So that here we have , firſt, 
adehortation ; Let ro mar 
glory in mare. Then areaſon 
of it; For all things are yours. 

He ſers downe the reaſon 
firſtin grofle in the whole, 
All things are yours. 

And then parcels it out, as 
it were, byretaile : whether 
Paul, or Apollo, orCephas, or 
the World, or Life, or Death, 
Or things preſent, Or things 
fo come : and my induction 
of particulars, he layes open 
nd uafolds this Tapeſtry, 


that they may ſee the riches 
of this AZ, and then. hee 


wraps! & 
” 


| | Fi Chriſtians Charter, 


 diator, to man, and for mans 
' ake tothe Creature. The 


wraps up all againe, AV are 
yours, Thoſe things that I 
have named are yours, nay, 
things that are moſt nnlike, 
life and deathare yours. What 
neede wee doubt of other 
chings, when Death is ours? 
Hee that hath the power of 
Death, the  Divell 15 not ex+ 
cluded. he 3s ours. 

Here 1s alſo a gradation : 
All is ours : 1s there a full 
point there? no, wee are 
 Chriſts, ard Chriſt s Oods, 
The gradation 1s upwards 
and downewards.. Ged de- 
 ſcendsro us, All is fromthe 
Father, and fram Chriſt me- 


gradation up againe, is, Wee 
are Chriſts,and Chriſt is Gods. 
| Which makes a blefſed con- 


"——=_ WW — 


B 3 cate» 


— —— 
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catination or chaining and 
{linking of things from the' 
wiſe andgreatGod : al things 
hang orhim , andare carried 
to uim- againe ; and as they 
come from one, 1d they end 
mone. Asacirclebeginsand 
endsin one point, ſo al comes 
from God, andends in God. 
In the Reaſon we havethe 
Charter of a Chriſtian , the 
Dowery thatthe Church hath | 
{by her Marriage with Chriſt. 
He is the greateſt King that 
ever was,and ſhe is the grea-| 
teſt Queene ; for Chriſthe is 
| Lord ofheaven and earth, & 
ofall things ;. and her eftate | 
1585 large as his: :\: Mlthings | 
are yours, ©. even from | 
God to the pooreſt thing in | 
the warld. Gad paſſeth .o- | 
[=er hjmſelfe tohis __ H 


| 


{that general} into particu- 
lars 2 Paul, or Apollo, or 


4C briſtians Charter, 


heis theirs, Chriſtis theirs, | 
therefore Angels are theirs; 
for Angels aſcend and de- 
ſcend upon Jacobs Ladder, 
that is Chriſt. 

Having ſet downe this ge- 
nerall; AH thines are yours,tO 
diſconrage them from glory- 
Ingin men, he parcels that 


Cephas, or Life, or Death, 
Ec 


x All Perſons 

2 All Thingse are yours. 
_ 2 AllEvents )- 

Perſons. Parl, Apollo, Ce- 
phas. 4 
Things. The World, or 
Life,or Death. | 
Events. Whatſoever can 


can come for the preſent, or 


for time rocome, All is yours. 


| 


_ =o For 


A Chriſtians Portzen or 


ſons are 
the Chur 
ches. 


| fAll per- For Perſons, Paul, Apollo, 


Cephas areyours. Therefore 
Peter 15not the head of the 
Church : he1is named here in 
the third place among the 
reſt,and after the reſt ; whe- 
ther it be Paul, or Apollo, or 
Cephas,he is yours. You know 
who ground all their Religi- 
on on this : Peter 1s the head 
ofthe Church, and they are | 
the ſuccefiours of Peter :But 
Peter 18 the Churches, and 
therefore cannor be the head 
and commander. The Pope 


pretends that he 1s Peters ſuc- 
ceſſour, and yer he willbe: 
head of the Church. Burt you 
ſee Cephas is a ſervant of the 
Churches,as well as Pax/, & 
Apollo, Yee ſee the Hypo- 
crilie ofhim,{by the way) he 


| will call himſelfe Serwzs, ſer- 
| Vorum 


"FS Ed » 
Bs". Fe. 


* 
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._ 
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vorum Di, The ſervast of the | 
ſervants of God ; as if he 

would julſtific this þlefled | 
ſpeech. Cephas and Paulare | 
" 5m of the Church, and 
I, that am Peters Succefiour, 
am ſo : but yet he ſtampes in 
his Coine,T HAT NAT I- 
ON, AND COYVNTREYT 
THAT WILL NOT SERVE 
THEE, SHALL BE R0O0- 
TED: OUT: And ſo, while he 
pretends to be ſervant of ſer- 
vants, he will! be Lord of: 
Lords:he tirannizerh over the. 
Church,and overthrowes this 

Texr that faith, All things are 


for theChurch:& we muſt 2lory 


innoman,l1o as to ler him be 
the author of our faith in any 
thing. That man of Fane, and 
his adherents, rhe faction or 


050 L g ok. 
| Roe ,. wrong the fhurct., 
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two wayes eſpecially. 

Firſt of all, in that they 
have of their owne- braine 
(without Chriſt, the head 
of rhe Church) ordained a 
world of idle Ceremonies, 
which they will have to have 
fupernaturallefftets, and to 
conferre grace. 

And then ſecondly, in that 
they make lawes ' ro binde 
;the Conſcience, withonrre« 
ference to Chriſt ; and: their 
traditions muſthaye the fame 
authority with the Word of 
God ;Yo they fit inthe Tem- 
| ple of God, & thatis the rea 
fon why Popery. prevailerh 
ſo: whereas indeed no man is 
Lord of the faith of another 
rhan ; the chiefeſtmen in the 


__ 


world are but ſervants: of the | 


Church, Pal, and Apollo,and: 
Cephas, 
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Togoeon, not onely all 


"my 


World is the Churches, 
The World Naturall.. 
The Civill World: 


Alth.. th 


Firſt, the world Naturall is 
the Churches : that is, the 
frame of heaven and earth :' 
All things are made for man, 


| antlhe is made for God: As 4] 
wiſe Philoſopher coutd fay.] 
that 'tman is the 6d of all} 


things inaSemi-circle:thatis, 
all: thimgs m the world are 
made for” him'; and hee; is 
nde for God: The World 
ishuws;all things inthe wortd 


And the Eclefiatical world.) 


Cephas; The woman muſt _ 

. , : 

ſurpe authority over the 

mun, nor muſt the Church 

be above Chriſt. 4 Ka 
E 


l, Mn 29 PORE Þ 
Perfons ,, but the: wholeſyccp. | 


ches, . 


Firſt the 
Naturall 


world. 


xe our Rrvants-;" for they 
__ mourne 


- Mood 


Fa 


at it 
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Rom,8,21 


mourne 1n blacke }as it were) 
for cur miſeries fince the falls 
and in our reſtoring againe 
'rhey ſhall be reſtored : they 
they waite for the day, as it is 
Rom. 8.21. For the glori- 


.lous liberty of the Sonne of 


God : they have their happi- 
n#& and miſery rogerher 
with ' men, The World 
ſtands forthe Elect : if 
all the Ele& Were gathered 


[out of the World, there 


-would be an end ofall things; 
all would be in confuſion pre- 
ſently. x: * 1M KY 
And ſo for the Civil world, 
all ſtates are for the Church ; 
che Common-wealth is. for 
the, Churchztherefore St. Paul 
bids us pray for Kings and 


them,we may live agodly and 
_peaceable | 


Princes, @c. Why? that under | 
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E peaceable life. If1t were not for 
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che gathering of the Church, 
God would take little care 
for Common-wealths. They 
ſtand becauie the Church 
1s mingled with them. Take 
Church from rhe Common- 
wealth, and whar is1. but, 
a company of men that make 
the world their God. King- 
domes & Common-wealths 
are but Hoſpirals & harbours 


deſpiſe the Church,& account 


'Jof iras Chrift wasacconnred, | 
a ſtranger that they willnot] .::.. 
{acknowledge ; yernotwirth- 
{{tanding, thoſe few deſpiſed 


anes are the ſiib{tance of the 
Kingdome:' God intends the | 
Church as. the \coniidera'e 
part of the warld,' : (though 


|menthink not ſoJrhe reiithat | 


for the Church, though they | 


are | 


_— 
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| are not the Church,they are! 
[forthe Church. Ag wee ſay] 
ofa freldof wheate,the plow- 
meg.the raine, the ftalke, the | 
eare, thehuske, all is for the 
whoar ;(o the (tanding of the 
world,the government of ir, 
the parts and gifts of men, 
all are for the. Church,codoe 
good toit - were 1t not for 
the ſervice they owe ro the | 
{Charch , they ſhould nor 
COntInUCc. ST 
Andin the Church all thar 
ever 18 good,is for the Eledts 
" ſake.” A8>-we ftand 1wmder 
Chriſtin great tearries; Atm 
baffadours,8c. ſo weſtand to 
the DR - ſervants: ee 
preachroar ſelues ſervants for 
Chirrftsr ſakp.) Let a man efteents 
of #3:'as of. the Miniſters of | | 
No grea- 


ter, 


| Chriſt: Is Cor,4.Te. 


A Chriſttans Chorter, 1x I | 


es cet 


ter, nor nolefſe, bur as the 
Miniſters of Chriſt. Perſons 
and Miniſtery, calling, and 
gifts,all are for the Church,as | 
itis Epheſ.4. atlarge, when he 
aſcended up on high,he gave 
ſome to be Apoſties, ſome Pa- 
fors, &c. all for thegood of | 
the Church. I ſuffer all for 
the Eledts ſake, ſaith St. Pay. 
Therefore it forceth * very i 
well, we ſhould notglory in 
che Miniſters, nor in -any 
Creatare,they are for us : but 
ifa man will glory, let him 
glory in him whohath:made 
all things his, chat' is in 
Chrift. - LENNY ns 
Farther, the Worldis onrs: a. he 
take 1tintheworſt ſence, the world ml 
world of wicked men, -«ll [vi 
cherr plots, andthe Pritice T 
ofthe warld, ate the Char- 
: ches. . 
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Ry plots ches. How is this* he, and all 


WE ee 
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wicked 


| 


are for 


ches good 


Tim, | 


ctheChur-| 


| hootshimin his ownebow: | 
| whatever he defignes againſt | 


] Members, the Church, it 1s O- 


his inſtruments are under the 
command of him that turnes 
al his deſignes contrary to his | 
owne intention. This 15a hell 
roSathan, and one of rhe 
chiefetorments that he hath; 
that as his malice 1s above hi: 
power. ſoGad over-powers N 
him.in his power : God over=, / 


the head Chriſt, 8& againſt his 


verrurned for the good of rhe 
Church. Inthe Apoſtles times 
ſome were giver over: to Sa- 
thangthat they might learn not 
to blaſphenie. It 1s a ftrange 


-|rhing, thaz Sarhan ſhould 
* 1 reach nor to blu/bheme, whey if 
is the author of blaſphemy 2 


| perby conitqueace, hee ats} 


fl: CHNg 


ww 
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0 


fliting their bodies, , there-, 


learned tobee moderate, and 


upon they came tobe wiſe,8| 


ſober, andto be Chriſtianly 
minded, and not to blafſ-! 
pheme. So the Prince of the 
Worldisours in this, by an 
over-commanding power, 
that turnes all to good a. 
gainſt his intentions : For 
there is but one grand Mo- 
narch in the- world, ; every 
Kingdome 1s under a higher 
Kingdome ; there is but one 
to whom all are ſabje&'; 
there 1s one grand | wheele 
that: turnes all the. ©- 
ther ; and therfore Sathan 
himſelfe is ſerviceable to 
Gods end, whether he will 
Orno. 

 Andthenfor the world of 


Abe 


| wicked men. all their deſignes 


= 
| 


though 


a 
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though for the preſens they! 


ſeeme to bee againſt the 


Church, yet they are ſervice-]- « 


able to the Church : for wic- 
'ked men are but the Laun- 
derers of the Church,- ro 
waſh the Church, topurge 
it, to doe haſe ſervices that 
God intends for the refining 
of the Church; and all their 
harred is for the good of the 
Charch... For- God ſnffers 


| the World to hare his chil-, 


dren, that his children might 
not love the world, becanſe 
it would be a dangerous love. 
'TheChurch is a ſtrange Cor- 
poration, itis ſach a Corpo- 
ration,as hath greateſt bene- 
fit- by enemies. The ene- 
wies of the Church, are the, 
promoters of the greateſt: 
-Thel 


| good of theiChxrch. 


very 
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9 | | 


very world is the Chwrches, 
take it in the worſt ſence ; 
for the wicked world that yes 
in miſchiefe, Bat I will not 
dwell upon that. To goe 


n. - 
Asall things in generall,ſo 


| Life eſpecially is the Chur- 


ches. Why doth God pro- 
long the lite of good Pa- 


| ſtors,and good people? but 


that they may be bleffed in- 


to poſterity. As St. Parlſaith, 
Phil.1.23,24. 7? ts for your 
ſake that Tam not with Chriſt: 


| It were beſt for mee to be diſ- 


\ ſolved,and to be with Chrift, a 


greatdeale ; but for your 
ſake, for your good I muft 
remaine ſti]l. So for the life 
of : Paſtors and good Chri- 


| 


| 


ſtraments to conveigh truth | 


Life is the 
Churches 


ſtians, by communion with 


The Life 


af geod | 
[Pa [ree- : 
good peo- 
th 
whom —_ E 


20 
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[phantChurch,to their friends, 
toChriſt, tothe Saints, the| 
ſoules of juſt men made per-|. 


The life 
of goud 
Krares are 
the Chw- 


_ 


a AC Rte Ga x70 - d 
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'of the Chareh; it were better 


for them to be in heaven. Bur 


whom we havebenefir. For 
their particulay, it were beſt 
forthem tobe in heaven, to 
be gathered to the trium- 


fe&,there is no queſtion of it: 
but for theCburches ſake they | 
are made to want their glory 
foratime. Parl was content 
tobe without 'the jayes of 
heaven fora while, to want 
his Crown of glory, tolivein 
the Church,rod3 good:ſothe 
kfteoforher able worthy men' 
ir 1sfor the Chxrch, andir1s 
the calamity of the Chxrch, 
when God takes them away, 


And ſothelife of good Ma-! 
giltrares , it1s for the benefit, 


as 


ches. 
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as itis ſaid of David, AG. 13. 
36. Heſerved God in his owne|* 
generation + {oeyery Magi- 
ſtrate hath his generation a 
time allotred,a generation to 
ſtand up in the Church and 
ſtate,and toſerve Godin,and 
then God takes him away. 


ours, while we live in order 6 
roa better [life ( for all muſt 
be underſtood in order to 
happineſſe) which is the only | 
life:this preſet lifeis nothing 
but a ſhadow, yet wehavea 
(world of advantage in this 
life, toget aſſurance of a bet- 
ter: This life indeed is bur a | 
little ſpot of time betweene 
twoeternities before & after, | 


burit is of great conſequence; 

and it is given us to get a bet- 

£ life in that glory may 
be 


© — 


And then our ownelife 15 [The bene- 


life, 
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|we may have a further, and 


our Fathers. 
' _ And lifeis a ſpeciall bene- 


be begunne in grace,and that 


further entrance into the 
|Kingdowe of heaven here, as 
Peter ſaith. - 

' Againe, life is ours, be- 


ved for the world to come; 
and when we have: done-the 
worke thatGod hath given 
us todoe; we are gathered to! 


fir, becauſe by the: advantage 
oflife,we Oy Reg recko- 


Chriſtianthe longerhelives;; 


| the larger: gogd: accounts he} 


the 


nings after death. A good} 


22 © A Chriſtians Portion or 


{cauſe the time welive here is| 

a ſeed time. This life is gt- 
ven us to doe agreat many 
of good things in, the crop 
and harveſt of which 1s refer- 


| 


[ 


4 


p 


hath, the more he ſoweth toþ 


—_— 
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{| [the Spirit. It is therefore aj 

: [bleſſed thing for- 4 o0d-| 
| ly man to live. long, for a 
- \good man tobeanold man; 
> jallhisſinnes are wiped away, 
* [they ſhall never be laid to 
Z this charge : he maylay, he| 
” ihath lived long, and ſinned a 
long time, yethis finnes are] 
forgiven, and all his good 
deedes ſhall be upon the file, 
{ {and be ſer on the ſcore,even 
to a cup ofcold water, and 


 |he ſhall be rewarded. There 
- [1snot a ſigh, not a teare, but 
- |itis regiſtred : thelonger a 


[man liveth, ifhe ſhould live 
* ftMethnſelah his dayes, the T1: 
© [cher hee ſhouldbee in good]. 
= \workes , and the richer he| 
'- [151m good workes, the more; 
- [he ſhall have his part and 
. \ſharem glory after. The lon- 


— 
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[ger helives, the happier the | 
time are in which helives; 
for a good man makes the! 
times happy, and it is happi-| | 
er for himſelfe:the more rich| k 
he is ingood works,the more 
rich heſhall beinglory after: 
the heavier his Crowne, and 
his reward ſhall be in heaven; | 
{che richer ſhall be his harveſt, 
the larger his ſeede time hath 
beene. ; 
Theſe things being ſo,wee| | 
ſhould blefleGod,and be very 
| thankfull thathe yeelds ro ns 
this life ; for beſides an ad- 
vantage of doing good, itis| |: 
a preparative to a better. | |; 
This life is (as it were) the} |: 
Seminary of Heaven ; Hea-| | 
ven indeed is the true Para-| | 
dife of all the Plants of God, | þ 
bur they muſt have a Semi-]| | /! 
| nary! FF 


— 


yi, nary to be planted in firſt,and 

. therefore the Church 1s cal- 
{ led the Kingdome of lteaven, 
-| | [becauſe we are firſtplanted 
- ® {here : therefore we ſheuld 
©\ * |blefſe God for this life, and 
*| | inotwiſh ourſelves dead out 
d! ' Jof murmuring, butin fubje- 
3] | [ion yeeld ourſelves when 
| | [Godwill : Oh this lifeis a 
h ' [blefſedrtime, its cur ſeed. - 
| Þ- |time; the Jonger welive, the þ 
©] |} [more opportunity wehave to; 
Y] | \dogood,togrowin grace,B | 
15] | | |todoegoodto others, and 
.- + {to enlarge our owne ac- 
15] |} [countsandreckonings to the 
ſ-| |} {end. The next thing to ſpeak i 
_ ; | of'is death. 

as} [ _! _ - Or Death. | 
yl '. | He doth well to joyneſPeath is | . 
wi ; theſe two together, for 
i {þ if life bee notours for; 
A | C good 
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\good, death will never bee 


, [Deathſhould be. ours, that 


*|to Nature ; the King of feare, ||: 


ours. He that doth not make, © 
a good uſe of life,never hath| |; 
death to be his comfort, but. | 
in ſteadof an entrance into 
Heaven, it ſhall be a Trappe- 
doore to Hell : bur if life be| } 
ours , and we have made a} 
bleſſed improvement «of it, || 
then death alſo ſhall be ours ; | 
and bleſſed are they that dye || 
in the Lord. 3 
Ir is a ſtrangething that || 


isa deſtroying hoſtile thing F 


as the Scripture calls it z and 
that terribleof all rerribles, | 


as the Philoſopher, #he tft F- 
enemy, as'Pal. faith. Death ||; 
is ours many wayes: It 1s af 


piece of our joynter, for theſe |#: 


\ 


| | words containe the joynture Y 


þ 20 TEE 
 — 


of © 


T_T 


PORE ES; 
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| ONCE, 


of the Church. The Church 
1s Chriſts Spouſe : All things 
are Chriſts, and therefore all 


| . . 
things are the Spoxſes ; and a- 
| mong other particular gifts 


given to the Church, Death 15 


But this Dearh,in the Goſ- 
pell 15 rurned to another 
thing,it is a harmleſſe Death, 
the ſting 1s pulled curt,it hath 
loſt all his venome in Chriſt, 
that which is malignant and 
burrfullin Death 1s taken a-| 
way. * What 1s the poyſon 
* and ſting ofdeath? itis fin ; 
*<now that is forgiven in 
<* chrif. Bur that isnote- 
*<nough for Gods bounty, 


| *©rhat Death ſhould nothure 
| © 05: no,itis ours, it tends to 
F © our benefit many Wayes. 


it uncloaths us of 


—- _— 


Death a | 
harmlefle | 
thing, | 


Firſt, 
= FEST 
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Tre un» 


of rags & 


robe, 


Sin is 3 
labour 


to Gods 
|pcople, 


cloahsus 1,4 untoward bodies of 


puts on a; Ours, 
 diſquiet to our ſoules, theſe 


are the cauſe.of forrow)ſhall 
{have an end : Bleſſed are 


irkſome 


theſe ragges, thele ſick,weak, 
that occaſion ſo much 


mudde-walls : it takes down 
the Tabernacle,it puts off onr 
old ragges,and putts on a new 
robe of immortality, and 
garments of glory : it ends all 


that 1s 111, all 1s determined | ; 
indeath, itis the laſtevill, it; # 
puts an end to all our la-| 


! 
, 


bours, to all our troubles & ; | 


Ke 
9-23 


ſorrowes : then the curſed | | 


labour ofall our ſimnes (that 


they #hat dye in the Lord, they 
reſt from their labours : There 
15no reſt rill wee bee dead; 
Death is the accompliſhment 
of our mortification. 


And there is an end as 


labour 


% 


{ þ 
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labour and toyle in our cal- 
lings,and the miſeries and af- 
flictions that accompany 
them ; it frees us from all 
labours whatſoever : for 
Death isaSleepe, andal! la- 
bours end in fleepe: and as 
afterſleepe the ſpirits are re- 
freſhed : ſo after Death wee 


Death 
Puts an 
end to 


miſery, 


are more refreſhed than we | 
can conceivenow. Death M 
ours, becauſe it1s our reſting 

place ; after our bodies are 
weary,and worne out 1n toy- 
ling, then comes death, and. 
| then we reſt in our graves. | 


1s the Kingdome of Sathan; 


he hath nothing to doe with 
vs. Sinne brought in death, 


| C3 and 


H——___ 


. but when we are gone hence, |- 


It frees us from wicked |p, , 
men, and ſers us cleare-out of [frees us 


 Sathans reach. This world [from wic 
ked men | 


"_ 
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Death is 
the gate 
of Sor, 


't 


andnow Death puts an end 
toſinne, we ſhall be no more | 


annoyed with Sathan or his 
temptations, which 1s a great 
priviledge. 

And then death 1s a pat- 
ſage to another world, it 1s 
the gate of glory, and ever- 
laſting trappineſſe ; it 1s the 
beginning of all thar is good, 
thatis everlaſtingly and eter- 
nally good : our Death is our 
birth-day : indeed death is 
the death of it felfe 5 Death 
1s the death of Death : For 
when we dye,we heginne to 
live,%& we never hveindeed, 
till wee dye : For what is 


| thislife 2 alas, it1s a cying, e- |. 
O 


very day welive,a part of our 


life is taken away ; we dye c- |. 
veryday : the more wee have | 
lived, rhe lefle of our life 

we } 


— 


1 


ho 


Fan 


| 
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[we have to live. | 


onely truely be called life. 
_ |When Chriſt came by dying 


| 


zt | 


WIL 


Thelife in heaven begins at 
death,death 1s thebirth-day 
of thar life of immortality, 
and that is the life which can 


to purchaſe life, it was not 
this ſorry life on earth, bur 
the li in the world to come, 
that life of immortal glory:% 
Deaths day is the birth day of 
this life ; and for our bodies, 
they are þut refined by death, 
& fitted as veſſels caſt into the 
fire, tobe moulded, ro be 
molt glorions veſſels after. 
Death 1s ours every way, 
Its onr greateſt friend under 


Deaths 
dayes oilr 
bicth day. 


the maske of an enemy : So 
that whatſbever Sathan may 
ſuggeſt ro the contrary, | 
Death is ours, our friend. | 

C4 that 


_ A} _y 


| d —4 De nee os 
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that was ourenemy : a good 
thing that was an ill. Our | 
phanſie in a temptation 
| ey make us apprehend 
'thoſe things that are uſe- 
full and good, to be terrible 
and 111, and thoſe things thar | 
are truely dangerous.' to us, | 
as if they were the. onely | 
good : Sathanabuſeth our 
imagination , by amplifying | 
' the good of evill, and the c- | 
; vill of good 2: bur indeed, ; 
'Death , andall. thar makes | | 
way umtoit,fickneffe, & miſe= 


— — 


ry, they are oars, they doe 
' ns good, they fit us for Hea- 
'ven : ſickneſſe, ir fits us for | 
' death.,it unlooſeth the ſoule 

from. the body : As for the| | 
profits and pleaſures, and 
Honours of the World,| | 
what doe. they? they naile| | 


—— 


Ld 


| us 


— — 
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us faſter to the world, and 
doe us hurt. . Therefore 
Death is ours, it 15 a good 
meſſenger,it brings good ti- 
dings when ir comes. Here- 
upon iris that the Wiſe man 
ſaith,The day of death is bet ter 
than” the day of birth:when 
weareborn,wecome into'mi- 


ſery, when we die, we go out 


| of miſery to happineſle : It 1s! 


better to goe out of miſery, 
than tocomeinto it. If the; 
day of deatty bee berter than: 
the day of birth ro a Chriſtj- 
an, certainly then death is 

theirs : 1t makes -a ſhortend 

of all that- 15 miſerable, and } 


itisa terminus from whence | 


all good beginnes : there Is | 
nothing in the world that ! 
doth us ſo mnch gocd w] | 


death, it ends all that is ill 
Cs. both 


Death a 
meſlenper 
of OY 

eidings to, 
the godly-; 


Eccleſ7,z 
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Rey.19, 


| borh of body and ſoule,and ir 


_ 4theretore Write, faith hez it 


beginnes thathappinefle that 
never (hall have end- There- 
fore bleſſed are they that aye in 
the Lard ſaith the Spirit A 
' 2ozoe from heaven faith ſo, & 


may be-written if the Spirit 
faith it : it is teſtimony. and 
argument enough. Bleſſed 
are thaſe that dye in the Lord, 
they reſt from their labowrs, 
aud their reward followes 
them .; for they reſt from all 
that*is evill, and from that. 
onely : all thatis.good, therr 
merkes follow them : ſothatif 


followes, Ihope Death may 
well be ſaidto be ours, and 
for our good. 

Ifdeath bee ours, and. all 
that makes. way to death, 


alleviltceaſe, and all good | 


| 
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them being taken away, and 
in the roome-a bleſſing hid 
|in them, then why (hould 


roo much art the meſſage of 
Death,as if it were ſuch a ter- 


we be affraid of thar, that is 
a part of our yortion ? why 
(honld we be aftraid of thar 
which ts friendly to us, and 
dorh us ſo much good?whar, 
to be a Chiiltian, that lives in 
the houſhold and' family of 
| | faith, and to. want faith ſo 
farre, as nat to beleeve rhe 
glorious eſtate - after death, 
or thatitis nothis, or thar 
1 death lets him not into it ! 


the enemy of Nature, the laſt 
enemy; 


we ſtartle and bee affrighted} 


rible thing 2 Why ſhould! 


Narure will be nature, and” 
death is adiſſojution, and ſo | 


ſickneſfſe,&c. the curſe of Weſhould 


not be af-] 
fraid of 
Jeath. 


Weſe) 


much fear{:, 


of death, 
roucs 
want of | 
faith, 
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, Grace 


[muſt check 


Nature. 


| 


— —— 
Tm 


enemy ; thereforenature can- 
nor bur in ſome meaſure bee. 
affrighted with Dearth , bur 
then grace, and the- Spirit of 
God mn his Children ſhculd 
be above Nature, and cauſe 
them to looke beyond death, 
to thar- happy ' condition 
which death puts them in 
poſſeſlion of, Death is like 
Seodkogaic goe through the 
Warers and Waves of it to 
Canaan,the Land ofpromiſe, 
and happineſſe. Faith would 
let-us ſee this, and ſo grace 
would ſubdue nature:though 
Nature will have a bout with 


|the beſt - Death being the |: 


terrible of terribles, and 
the King of feare, as I faid- 
before :- therefore I ſpeake 
not this that wee ſhould- 


be ſenceleſſe , but that wee 


wo: briſtians Charter, 4 


may fee how farre :the me-, 
diration of theſe | things, ' 
of rhis bleſſed prerogarive, 
and this. one part of our 
Charter ſhould ſtrengthen 
us | 


I beſeech yon therefore let Le 
us lay up this againſt thoſe up all che} 
darke times., wherein death qomions, 
will be preſented unto us an {againſt 
ugly and grimme thing ; it |Peath: 
[is ſo tonature indeed , but 

to faith death is become a- 
miable. Indeede; as I faid, | 
thereis nothing in the world 
chat doth us ſo much good| _ 

as death : for- it is the Deaths 
beſt Phyſitian, 1t cures all [beſt Phy- 
Diſeaſes whatſoever of |S*4n- 
ſoule and body. And in- 
deede, (- for- to. ſhut up 

this poynt') Death is the 
death and deſtruction of 

it 


yy 
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/ic (ele z for after death 
| there is no more death, it 
conſumes it ſelfe- : by death 
we overcome death : We' carr 
never dye more : wee are freed 
from all death ; therefore to 
be affraid of death, is tobee 


| affraid of life ,tohe affraid of 


victory : for we never over- 
come death till wedye. Lay 


- {up theſe conſiderations a- 


gainſt the time of neede, 
when death comes there will 
be a confluence of a world} 
of griefe, when Conſcience| 
being guilty of ſinne,' ſhall] 
be arraigned before God, 
when there will be ſicknefſe, 
and diſeaſes of body, anda 
deprivation of all-the com- 
forts. and imployments of 
the World, they will all meet 
ina Center, inapoynt, at 
4 d-arh ;{ 


"1 


| caufeth the conjuntion of 


39. | 
death ; but a man had neede | 
to gather the greater com- 
fort againſt that houre; and 
what ſhall comfort us then ? 
Thercisa ſweete comfort in 
Rom-8. That neither life, nor m__ | 
death, nor things prejent, nor |conſiders- 
things to come, ſhall be able to oe be 
ſeperate us from the love of God, PE 
in Chriſt. ltis a ſweete Com- khe houre 
fort, thatnothing ſhall ſepe- þf Death. 
rate us 3 but this 1s a greater 
comfort, that Death zs ours: 
Irſhallnortonely,nort ſeperate 
us from God, and from hap- 
pineſſe, bntic fhall bring us 
to nearer communion with 
God and Chriſt : forir is a | 
ſeperation that cauſeth a| 
neareftonjunttion: the ſepe- | 
ration of foule and body, 


"1 Chriſttans Charter, 


the foule ro Chriſt for the 


Ws; preſent, 


til 4© ÞA Chriſtians Portion, or 


i 


SH [Things 
mw [preſent 
| [are ours, 


. preſent, and after wards an e- 


— 


—<——Y -—aao_ 


ternall conjunction of ſoule 
and body in this bleſſed frui- | 
rion of him. Now bleſſed be. 
Gcd for Jeſus Chriſt that | 
hath made in him, even | 
death, the bittereſt thing ef | 

| 


— —— 


all to be {\yeet unto us. 
Or things preſent. | 
| 
| 


Whatſoeyer 1s preſent, 
good,orill : the good rhings 
preſent are ours, for our com- 
fort, m ourpugrimage and 
paſſage towards heaven. God 
is ſogood unto his children, 
as that he doth not onely. re- 
ſerve for them happinefle in 
another world, buf the 
very Gallery and: - paſſage 
to heaven by the way 1s 


comfortable: Things preſent 
are 


_— 
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are theirs, they may enjoy, 
them with cofort, they have 


aliberty to all things,for re-} 


fre{bings, 8c. All things are 
pure to thepure.Every creature 
of Godis good,ſd it be received 
with thankſgiving and prayer. 
Wee have a liberty to uſe 


prayer and thankſgiving. 
Though a man hath a liberty 
and right toany thing, yet 
there muſt bee a ſuing it out, 
rhere muſt be ſome paſſage 
in Law to put him in poſ- 
ſeſſion :o though we have a 
fre:dome to preſent things, 
there muſt bee ſomewhat to 
make ag ſanitified nfe- of 
themzwe muſt goe to God by 


Titus, 
Tim, 


them, but it muſt be with} 


grace to uſe them well ; a}l 
multbeſau@ifiedby prayer & 
thanks-givineg. 

And 


—— 


| 


\ 
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Evill 
things,af- 
f:&ions 
fir us for 
heaven, 


which is ill, andto increaſe 


And as good things ; ſoill 
things preſent are ours : Aﬀei- 


aHions are onrs, becauſe they | 
fit us for ahappter ſtate, rhey | 
exerciſe what is goodin us, 


and morrifie what 1s iI! : they 
are ſandtifi'd ro ſabdue rhat 


that which is good, and to 
make us more capable of 
glory : whoisſo ca 


afflited jn this world ? 
To whom is heayen, heaven 
ideede, but to the man that 
hath lead an afflicting life, a 
conflicting courſe with the 


worldand his owne corryp- | 


tions? heaven1s a pigxe of 


happineſſe indeede to him :| 


therefore evill things are 
ours, becauſe they beet 


pable. of | 
glory, as he thathath beene| 


þ 


happineſſe to cone, 8 make] 
, G j 


—— 
Ly 


| 


* | righteowſueſſe : it quiets the 


| 


[ever man yet could ſay —_ 
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us more capable, and more 
deſirous of it : fo both good 
and evill things prefentare 
ours. God governing the 
world , and allthings com-' 
ming from himas a father, 
nothing ſhall come to us for 
the preſent, but what he 
meanes to. guid for our 
good. . 


Therefore wee ſhould tak Pe 


them thankfully at Gods 


: —_— Il 
hands 2 Im all things be thanks th ank fil 


fall : In all things rejogce || 


Becaaſeevill, though it bee | 
grievous for the time, yet 
© hath the quiet fruit of 


foule afterin that good wee 


have byit. Thereare diyers | 


good things that we never 
have but by evill : there was 


ot 


Gy heſ. .5 ' 
Phil. 4. 


Heb. 12, 


had 
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| 


|\Thingsto, For what aſſurance have 


are 


| 


[they begood or evill. 


had patience, burby ſuffering, 


So things preſent , - whether | 


they are good or ill,they are 
ours, tohelpe us in the ſtate 
of grace,and to fit us for the 
ſtate of glory : Butthe moſt 
difficultieis in 


Things to come 


we of things to come? yet 
Things to come are ears, Whe- 


For good : theremaindet 
of our life, that is ours to do 
good in, death is to come, &. 
thatis ours, and judgementr, 


| 


that is ours ; for our brother, 
ourhead, cur Saviour, & our 
husband., hee ſhall bee our 


Judge ; and at the day of 
Judgement we ſhall judge the ' 


world : 


| he. 
o 
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communion with the bleſſed 


| for if wee had nothing but 


k 
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worlds and thenafter Judge- 
ment, heaven 1s ours, Immor- 
raliry and eternity 15 ours, 


company m Heaven 1s ours, 
Adl is ours then. ; 
Indeed the beſt 1s tocome; 


what we havein this world, 


rable. Alas, what have we, | 


if things preſent onely are 
ours ? but the beſt 1s* be- 
hind, that for which Chriſt 
came into the World is be- 
hind: that which he enjoyes 
in heaven 1s ours:he will take 
his ſpouſe where himſelfe js, 
into his owne Hcuſe, and 


hee will finiſh the marriage, 
which is begun in contra&,8: 


we were of all men moſt miſe- i Cor. 


then wee hall be for ever with 


| the' Lord, The things to 


COme 


Thel. 
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anna... 


{that which our faith layes 


|; whatſoever is to come ts; 


| [prepared for bis Children in 


"| ceive here efthat glory that 


come are the-maine things, 


hold on, that which we{. | 
raiſe our ſelves, and comfort 
our ſelves by, are eſpecially 
the things to come, eſpecial- 
ly .the promiſes of "happi- 
neſſe and glory, and exemp- 
tion and freedome from all 


ours, and ours for eternity. 
Indeed here I am ſwallowed | 
up, I cannotunfold ro you 
what.1s curs in that ſence : 
For, if zezther.eze hath ſeen, 
nor eare hath heard, nor hath 
entred into the heart of man, 
to conceive: what God | hath 


this world,that peace of Con- 
ſcience, and joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt, how can we con- 


15] 


a Lt. 4 


—_—- 
ER I 


{ aith ryumphantly and di- 


| or A Chriſtians Charter, 47 | 
1stocome? Indeede it 1s to{ 
be in heaven, to conceive | 
of it : it isa part of heaven} 
ro know them, andtherefore| 
the ful knowledge of them, it 
[is deferred for that time till} 
we come there, 

And evill things to come|. 
are ours alſo : they cannot dc 
us harme , they cannot ſepa- 
rate us from Chriſt : Ronung 
tor the time. to, come thal! 
be prejudiciall,to unloſe that 
i blefled nnion that js between 
our ſoule and Chriſt : asSt.|. 
Parl, R 01:4.8.(m that heavenly 
diſcourſe of his)towards the 
latter end. of the Chapter, 


vinely' : Nothing . ſhall. ſepa: 
rate us from Chriſt ; neither 
er nor death, nor things pre» 


ent, nor things to come: 


Rom.8. | 
; $,39- | 
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hs. 


we have the Word of God} 
for it, that nothing to come 


ſhall hinder us. Whatſvever |} 


15 tocome, be it never ſoill, | # 
it-ſhall further us z as the $] 


Apoſtle faith in the fame| 


Rom,8, | 


x Pct, 1, 


| fait 


are Ours. 


Chapter, Rox. 8. 28. All\ 


God. Therefore if — f 
tocome can hinder us, and\| 
all things that are co come 
{hall farther us, then all! 


the foe of God, throught} 

to falvation - Salvation| # 
5 laidup for us, and wee are| $ 
kept through faith by che| 
power of God to falvation;| 
therefore all things ro come 4 


Itisa greatcomfort, that | # 


nothing! þ 


things fbalt worke together F 
fo , the beſt, fo them that love | * 


things tocome muſt be ours. , | 
In 1. Pet. I. We are kept by| | 


# 
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| nothing ſhall ſeparateus, no 


# [and Body : It parts two old 


$| thingsin the largeſt ſence, the 
| bittereſt ofall things, 


$| tencing of them, is the Chur- 


not death it ſelfe : bur rhis 


Text affords an exuberancy | 


of comfort above that , that 
Deathis ours, and in being 
ſo, it ſhall nor onely not ſepa- 
rate us from Chriſt, (thongh 
it ſeparate ſoule & body ) but 
joyne us to him. | 
I beſeech you take 1t as a 
Notion that may helpe 4- 
gainſt the terrour of that 
dolefull ſeparation of Soule 


Friends, bur 1t joynes better 
Friends together, the Soule 
and Chriſt. Farther, all things 


to come are orrs., even all 


| The very judgment ofthe 
wicked, and the erernall fen- 


— — 


D _ chesz 


Pe CEE 


A choiſe 


Notionto 
helpe a» 
gainſt the 
terrour of 


Death, 
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lt | (Rom, g, 


23, 


iÞſe. 
!'A Chri- 
:ſtian ſure 


of the ſn. 


re, 


|ches z Why * It addes alaſtre 


ro Gods mercy in advancing 
his owne, as it 15, Rom. 9.23. 
God magnifies his mercy to 
the veſſels of mercy, by puniſh- 
ng 4 company ot reprobates, 
in whom he hath no delight, 
by reaſon of their finnes : his 
rercyappeares much by that, 


and punifhment of wicked 


'|[men. Soall ferves to ſer our | 
the glory and excellency of| F 


Gods people. . 
The Uſethat the Apoſtle 
mainely igtends_ 13, that 4 
Chriſtian is as ſure of the 
timeto come; as of che rime 
paſt, orprefent. Weare fure 
of what weehave: had, and 


ans in fo firme a.condition 


was 264 - En Ro je ' = 
THABIDT Eeomtoo dn. 22028. ceb has, 


even by the erernall ſentence | | 


whatwe have ;but a Chriſti-1 F 


2960 EWi mare" ; 
of | 
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of what is to come + Becauſe 
God and Chriſt are not onely 
Alpha, but Omegaalio, Chriſt 
1s not onely he was,andis,but 
! 35 to come © He ls fehovah, the 
i ſanre for ever. (2) And there- 
; fore 3s things paſt cond not 
\ hinder us from being elected 
and calted,and chings prefenrt 
catmor hurt, but chey are 
ours : ſoare things to come ; 
becauſe God, and Chriſt who 
15the Mediator under God, 
hath the command of all 
things to come, and rhere- 
fore wee may bee as ſure of 
things trocome, as of things 
preſent. -What acomfort is 
this to a Chriſtian, when he 
1s' caſting what ' ſhould be- 
comme of him' , if times of 


'Rev. I, g$. 


; 
(a) Heb, ; 
13,5, | 
| 
| 
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Limitati- 
ons reſo»! 
lutions of 
fome ca> 
ſes &que- 
ſtions, 
ith 

Concer- 

ing Pro- 
pricty: 
Objef. 


| 


PR 


ſatisfieth himſelfe with this. | 
come what will come, all ſhall 
be for the beſt ; all things to 
come are ours, evenall things 
whatlocyer. 


All things are yours. 


But yet we muſt underſtand 
this with ſome limits, wee 
therfore unlooſe ſome knots, 
and anſwer ſome caſes : 

Firſt, it may ſeeme there 1s 
no diſtinttion ofpropriety,if | ; | 
all bea Chriftians, and ifeve- | 
ry Chriſtian may ſay, All-is | | ; 
mine, then what is one mans, | {; 
15 anothers, and there will be 
nopropriety. | ? 

I anſwer , undoubredly | |? 
thereis a diſtinAion of pro-| |} 
perties in the things of this | þ: 
lifes All 3s owrs, batit1s.in a- 


nother! 


[1 


FT | 2 Chriftians C harter, 


| ſome that by. particular mu- 


nother ſence : Allis oxrs, to 

helpeus to Heaven; all 7s ozrs | 
in an order to comfort and 
happinefle : but for proprie. 

ty, foall things arenot ours. 
For you know the diſtinCti- 
on, ſome things arecommon 
jure Nature, by the law of 
Nature, as the Sunne and 
Ayre , and many ſuch like 
things; and ſome 7ure genti-| 
#71, by the law of Nations : it 
is bur ſome things are thus 
common ; bar then there are 


nicipiall lawes are proper. 
Thediſtintion is eſtabli- 
ſhed both by the law of God, |, 
and the law of man : there- 
fore, not to ftand long in an- 
(wering this Queſtion, the 
Scripture ſtabliſheth the di- 


W173 —-veur, 


ſtinttion of Maſter and Ser- | 


Os, ous A tree TY FEAR Le a ns ee eee, | c 


Read Ind. 


I. from 


verſ. 1 2.to 
20, 


Mat. 2G. 


theeh diſtinction of goods, 
The Scripture eftabliſheth 
Bounty, and Almes, if there 
be nor a diſtindtion of pro-| 


i the poore mcete together, Gad 


perty, where were Almes ? 
Salomon faith, The rich aud 


is the maker of beth, Pro.22. 2. 
He means, notas men onely, 
but as poore and rich. 

If Riches be of God, then 
diftinction ofproperties1s of 
God: for what 15 riches bur a 
diſtinction of properties ?. If 
Cod:make poore, and rich, 
then there muſt be poore and 
rich. The poore you have al- 
wayes with you, Mat. 26. 1T. 
T herafoed the meaning 15, AU 
is yours ; that 1s, all that wee 


to helpe ns, 1s ours inthar or- 


poſſefſe, and all that we need 


der 
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| 
| 
der and carriage. of things | 
that may helpeur to Heaven, 
Ando the want of things 1s 

ours, as well as the having of 
\them z the very things which 
'a Chriſtian wants, are his;not | 
'Onely the grace of content- 
ment to want , but when 
' God takes away thoſe things 
rhat arehurtfull for him, tnat 
may hinder him in his courſe 
toHeaven, thar 1s his; 1t 1s a 
part of this portion, not-to 
have things, if GOD fee 35r 
good : The want of things 1s 
a part of this A/. 

That which 15 ſo common- 
ly alleadged to the contrary 
mn AG&s 2.44. Al! things were 
common , will eafily receive 
anſwer : Forfirſt, it was part- 


then had not beene common, 


ly upon neceflity ; ifall things | 


[9b Deg uy 


4H, | 
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they had all been taken from 
chem, p 
And then ſecondly, it was 
arbitrary alſo ; Was it not 
thine owne ? ſaith Peter, Ads 
5. 4. thon mighteſt not have 


parted with it, if thou woul- | 


deſt, it was arbitrary, though 
1t WaS COMMON. 

And then thirdly, all things 
were not common ; ſome 
good men kept their houſes, 
Mary hed her houſe. Ad. 12. | 

Lp 

And then fourthly ,” all 
things were common, - bur | 
how? To diſtribute as they | 
needed, not to catch who 
would, and who can : but 
they were ſo common, as 
they had a care to diſtribute 
toevery one that which they 
needed. 


Another | 


© is Pigg ha 
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Another caſe is this ; All is 
the Churches , all is good 
peoples, and therefore if a 
man be naught, nothing 1s 
his. There 1s a great point 
of Popery grounded upon 
this miſtake : For therefore 
ſay the Jeſuired Papiits, the 
Pope may excommunicate il! 
Princes, in order to ſpirituall 


——_—_— 


Caſe 3. 
Concer- 
Ing the 
right of 
wicked 
men. 


ObietF, 


things; hee is the Lord and 


Monarch ofall : they areevill 
Governours , nothing 1s 
theirs, all is the Churches. 

| But we maſt know that po- 
liticall government is not. 


Iy" erdt- 
ne ad ſpj- 
ritwalia. 


Anſw, 


founded upon Religion, 
(that ifa Princebe not religi- 
aus;heisno King ) but it 1s | 


| 


founded upon Nature, and | 
free election :{o that the hea- | 
then, that haye no Religion, | 
yet-they may have a lawfull | 


Ds5 govern- ; 
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government,and governors, 
becauſeit1s not fo bniltupon 
Religion : bur where thar is 


| {not, yet this may. be, and 


Gods appointment ro up- 
hold the World : i that. ler 
the King be any thing or no- 
thing for Religion, hee is a 
lawfull King. 

Bat it is further objected, 
thar they ſucceed Chrult, &c. 
and he was the Lord of the 
World, and tneyare the Vi- 
cars of Chriſt, and therefore 
they may di ſpoſleſſe and in- 
veſt whom they will. 


But you muft know, Chriſt 


»/». |as man had no government 


at all;burt Chriſtas God-man, 
| Mediator, and ſohe harhno 
ſucceſſor ; that is mcommu- 
' nicable to the Creature. 
Chriſt as man hadno King- 
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dome 
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dome atall, for he ſaith, My 
Kingdome is not of this world. 
And St. Auſtine faith well, 
Surely hee was no King, that 
feared hee ſhould be a King : 
for when they came to make 
tim King , He withdrew hin 
ſelfe, and went away, John 6. 
15. And now Chriſt go- 
vernes all things in the 
Church : How? As God, as 
Mediator, God-man, not as 
man, but as God-man, and 
lo hee hath no Subſticute. 
They areall vame impudent 
Allegations, as if all were 
therrs,becaule all 1s the Chur- 
chesradiſpole; and the Pope 
takes himſelie virtually to be 
the whole Church. - 


All things are ours. 


bounty ? It is mine , ati 


the _ 


—————— 


— 


| 


Ailg. 


oh. 6.15. 


| 


Doth not this hinder [C4/e 3. 
41}. 0NCEr- 


A | | j _ 
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Anſw, 


theref::re I doe not owe any 
bounty unto others : as Na- 
bal faid, Shall I give wry bread 
and my water, and refreſhing, 
ec, Hee was too much upon 
the Pronoune Mie. 

How ever all that wee pol- 
ſeſſe, is oursin Law, yet in 
mercy many times it 1s the 
poores , andnot ours. The 


| bonds ofduty, both of Hu- 


manity and Religion , are 
larger than the bonds of 
Law : Putcaſe, in Law thou 


in Humanity , mach more 1m 


that thou haſt is the -Chur- 
ches,and the poores and: not 
thine. It will bee no plea at 


the day of Judgement to ſay, 


| | was ming owne:thou maiſt 


goe to hell for all that, if 
n thou 


| —_— C———————————_——_ 


Chriſtianity thou art : That 
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artnot bonnd to doe ſo, yet 
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thou reliefe not Chriſtin his 
members:therefore all things 


all we have, butto uſe them 
as he will have them uſed, 
thar gives them; and when 
Chriſt calls for any thing 
that is ours, we mult give it: 
And though we be not liable 
rohumanelawes, if we doe 
not,yet we areliable to Gods 
Law ; and Almes and workes 
of Mercy, isjuſtice in Gods 
account, for we ought tobe 
mercifull co Chriſts : and in 
the royall Law, theworkes 
of Love and Mercy, are 
Juſtice, & we with-hold good 


b 


mercifull. For in Religion, 
the Poore that by Gods pro- 
vidence are caſt onus tobee 
| provided for have a right, 


and 


are ours now , not topoſleſſe | 


from the owners,1f we be not | 


al 


— 
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and that which wee detaine 
from them 1s theirs : And 
| Ambroſe.| therefore as St. Ambroſe ſaith | 
very well : If thou haſt not 
nouriſhed one,homſoever in the 
Law thou art not amurtherer, 
yet before God thon art : 1t 1s 
a breach of that Law, Thou 
ſhalt wot ſteale, not to relieve. 
The very deniall of comfort- 
able Almes.s ftealth in Gods 
elteeme : and therefore; 
thongh all be ours, yet It is 
ſoours, as thar wee muſt be 
ready to part with it, when 
Chriſt. in his .memibers calls 
forit: torthen it 15 not ours, 
Againe', here is another 
queſtion; Ifall. be ours, we 
may uſea liberty in all things, 
what,& how we hiſt, becanſe 
all is ours. 
Fanſwer : the following are 


good | 


| AP is oxrs;and therefore with 


 [batthey have not the 
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good confetaries hence* | 


thankfulnefſe we may uſe any 
good creature of God : AUl js 
ours:and therefore we ſhould 
not be ſcrupulous in the crea- 


ſtitiouſly ſingle our one crea- 


All is-ours. 4 and therefore 
with a good conſcience weo 


cares, weſhould not ſuper- | 


ture from another, as if one | 
were holyer than another : | 


—— 


may nſe Gods bounty : but - 
hereupon wee muſtnor take 


lift, becauſe alt 7s, ours; there 
is difference berweene right, 
and the nfe of thar iright. 


that which God:gives then, 
he we of 
thatright acall rimes, atleaſt 


upon us touſe things as we |: -» 


Gods Children have rightto | 


imo: (a fuſpended. As for | 


_ example, | 


- -aE'S, Wt _. h 


example, in cafe the Lawes 
forbid the uſe of this or that, 
forthe publicke good of the 
Nation, Alſo m cafe of 
{candall : A manhath right 
tocate, ornot to eate, but 
 ifhis cating offend his bro- 
ther, he mult ſuſpend the uſe 
of his right, : whatſoever is 
ſold in the Shambles,that eat, 
(faith St.Parl) acking no que- 
ftion : thatis, freely take all 
the 'Creatures of God, with- 
out ſcruple : For the earth « 
the Lords,. and the fulneſſe 
thereof.God,out of his boun- 
[' preads a Table forall 
creatures, far meneſpecially ; 
Theeyes. of all things lovke np 
wnto thee,and thou giveſt them 
meat in duc ſeaſen. The earth 
is the Lords, -and the fulneſſe 
thereof,make no ſcruple = | 
ore, 
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| hereſtraines rhe uſe of that) 
liberty upon the ſame Text 
of Scripture. But if any man 
ſay, this is = to an JdoU 1 
and take offence, eate _— 
his ſake that ſhewed it, andfor 
conſcience ſake, till he be bet» 
ter ſatisfied : For the earth 7s 
the Lords , and the fwlneſſe 
thereof. 


contraries ? 

Yes, that is, for thy ſelfe, 
when thou artalone, take all 
things boldly, God envies 
not thy liberty, take any re- 
freſhment, yet needeſt thou 
not toeate, to offend thy bro- 
ther. God having given thee 
variety ofcrearures,even in a- 
boundance, and hath not 1i- 
mitted thee to this, or that 

CTCa. \ 


fore, but markejn Verſe 28... 
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Can the fame reaſon be for | ,ef. 3 


Anſw, 
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| 


creatures ſoithar the ſame rea- 
ſonanſwereth both.The.carth 
is the Lords , andthe fulnefſe 
thereof. Vie it then alone. 
and not tothe ſcanda]l of thy 
brother 2. For the earth is the 
Lords,and the fulneſſe thereof. 
Why ſhouldſt thon uſe rhis 
creature, as if there were no 
more butthis © and therefore 
incaſe of ſcandall and offence 
we-ſhould ſaſpend our liber- 
ty,though all be oxrs. 

Aganme,though all beours, 
yetnotwirhſtanding we have 
not a ſanctifieduſe, but by the 
Word, and Prayer : Every 
Creature ofGodis good, if it 
bs :received with Prayer and} 
Thankeſgiving © his meaning 
is,though we have a-right to 
all things to our comfort, to 
helpe us to heaven, ro cheere | 
| us 


| 


| 


| 
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us in our way, tobe as it were | 


Chariots tocarry us, yet in 
theaſe of rhat right, we muſt 


doeitin faith, that we may | | 


apprehend onr right,that we 
doenotuſe them with a ſcru- 
lous conſcience,and ſandti. 
emis prayer, we muſt 
take them with Gods leaye. 
A Father gives all to his ſon 
that he needes,and promiſerh : 


his ſonne that he ſhall want | 


nothing ; buthe will havehis 
ſonnefreke tohim , and ac- 
kyowledge him : you ſhall 
have all, bur I will heare 
from yon firſt ; you thall have 


all, but I will reach ittoyou 


from my hand:ſo God deales 
with his Children, they have 


arighttoall, but he reacheth | 


it to them in the uſe of 


meanes : wee muſt have a! 
Civill 
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men fall 


FE [fo decay, 


| 


'6.Cak. 
\Whether 
\Heathen 


5. Caſe, 
Whygood 


Civillright by labour, orby 
contra&, &c, ' and then we 
muſt have a Religious right 


Gods bleflings out of his 
hands : for though he give us 
a right in the thing, yet in 
theuſe of that right, he will] 
have usholy men. 
If you aske, What is the 
reaſon that gocd men oft fall 
to decay, and haye a great 
many crofſes in the world? 
Why ſurely (not toenter 
intoGcds myſteries ) when 
they have Gods bleſlings 
they ſanQtifie them nor with 
prayer, they venture upon 


| 


by prayer; we muſt not pull] 


offence to others, 
Againe,All things are ours, 
thereforerruth z whereſoever 


their right with ſcandall,;and | 


Authors 
may be 
ſread, 


we finde it 1s ours: we may ' 
. read 
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read Heathen Authors. Truth 
comes from God, whereſoe- 
ver we finde it, and it is ours, 
itis the Churches ; wee may 
rake it from them as a juſt 
poſſeſſion ; thoſe truths that 
they havethere may be good 
[uſe of thoſe truths ; but we 
| maſt not uſe them for often- 
; tation ; for that is rodoeas 
| the Iſraelites, when they had 


| gotten treaſure out oF Egypr,! 


; they madea Calfe, an Toll 
: ofthem:{o we muſtnort make 
an Idolil of theſe things, bur 

Truth, whereſoever we finde 

 1t,is the Churches ; therefore 
' with a good confcience wee 

, may make uſe ofany humane 

Author, I thought good-to 

touch this, becauſe ſome 

makea.ſcruple of it, 
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Uſe. 
A Chri- 


truly rich 


| 


ObjeF, 


- 


ſian only pwr, 


All thin 05 AYCONTS.. 


Now to make ſome Vſe 


of this poynt All things are 
Wee ee then that a! 
Chriftian is a great man, a! 
rich man indeed, and onely! 
heis great andrich. Iris but 
imagination and opinion; 
that makesany worldly man 
great : Canwe ſay that all 
iss? No, a ſpotofearth 1s | 
his, andnothis neither for 
ts his bucto uſe fora time, | 
he (hall be turned naked into' 
thegrave erelong , and then. 
he ſhall be ſtripped of all. 
Bur a Chriſtiawy is a great 
man, thoiigh hee be as poore: 
aSLazarns, All is his. | 

Bur you will fay thefe are; 
great words, All is his - per-| 


OO D—————  — — — — —— ———— 


haps| 


# 


| they themſelves are not the 


haps ho hath not a penny .1n | 
his purſe. -#=| 

It is no great matter, God 
carryes the purſe for him; he 
113 inhisnonage, and not fit 
for poſieſhion : hee hath much 
in promiſes, he is rich in Bulls 
and Evidences. Againe, let! 
a Chriſtian be never ſo poore,| 
others are rich for him. $0-| 
lomon (faith, there are ſome 


T hat gather for thoſe that will 


grven gifrs to wicked men | 
for the good of the Church, | 


better forthem. : they want! 
loye and humility ro make 
uſe of them. . But alt things 
are Ours, as. well what _ 


kinde of oppreſlingrich men, } 
be good to the poore. God hath | 


want,as what we have: for it 
15 good forus that weſbould | 


i 
; 
/ 


rs 
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bn If 
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ly rich 
that can 


 !ſubmirt to 


Ged. 

Its the 
mind that 
makes a 
man rich, 


and not 


his purſe, 


want them. A man hath ri-! 
ches when he hath a ſpirit to; 
want riches. Is not he richer 
that hath a heart ſubdued by 
grace,tobecontent to want, 
than he that hath riches in 
the World ? for outward. 
things make not a man a' 
whit the better : bur hee | 


thar hath the Spirit of God} | 


to ſupport him, thathe can 
ſabmir to God, heis truely | 
rich*: 1t 1s the minde of a 
man that makes himrich,and 
not: his purſe. Now there 
15 nochilde of God, but he 
1s Maſter cf all- things; 
though he be poore, hee is 
Maſter*of riches,becauſe hee 
can want them, and be with- 
out them : Grace teacheth 
him to want,and to abound, 
as St. Payl ſaith of himſeltfe ; 

_ - through 
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through Chriſt that trengrh- 
neth him. He hath grace to 
maſter poverty, and whatſo- 


; ever 15111, and tobecontent 


to be what God will have 
him tobe. In wancie hath 
contentment,and in ſuffering 
patience. I appeale to the 
conſcience of any man that 


[hath a Gpnſcience, 1s itnot 
| [better., to. want temporall 
| | things, when we have ſupply} 


in grace, in faith,$&c. than 
to have great poſſeſlions, as 


| | ſnares ; for ſo they aretoa 
{| carnall heart? Is nota Chri- 


{tian better in his wants,than 


{another in his poſſeſſions ? 
{ Who would be as many great 
z|cnes are, and -have beene 


alway, thongh they be inve- 
ſted into much greatnes,both 
of authority and riches ? 

E who 


een CET 


— 


Grace 


better for 


2 man 
than ri. 
ches. 
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At. 


Hoſ. 


Deur. 2$, 


| 


who would not rather chufe 
the ſtate of a Chriſtiam 
though he be poore, yet hee 
hath grace z rather tobegreat| 
without grace, and to be left 
of God to their corruptions, 
toabuſe that greatneſſe and 
riches totheir own deſtrudi-| | 
on, & the deſtruction of ma-[ | 
ny others? 

Thereforea Chriſtian is a| | 
happy man,a great men, take 
him as you will, greater than 
thegreareſtman inthe world 
without grace, for what he 
hath,he hath with a curſe as 
Godgave Iſrael a King in his 
rage. You know what Mo- 
ſes ſaith, Dext.28. Cwrſedfbalt 
then be in thy bleſſings. A man 
may have a great many 
things,and becurſed in them; 


FR_ nortſay, he will curſe] 


then 


| 


| have the vengeance of God 


of 
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chem in the want of riches, 
that they ſhould be poore, 
bur he wil curſe themin their 
good things, they ſhould | 


with them. A Chriſtian may | 
want theſe things, but hee] {| 
hath the grace of God | 
ro want them, and he hath | 
comforthere, and aſſnrance 
of bertrer hereafter : There- 
fore all rhings are his, even" 
the worſt, becauſeall things 
have a command co doehim 
gcod g all things have a pro- 
hibirion that they doe him! | 
no harme :as David ſaid of 
Abſolome, Doe the young man A\! Crex- 
#0 harme : ſo God gives al] cures hare 
things a prohibition , that <2mmill- 
they .doe his Children no God ts 

harme :nay,they havea com-|{20 3 
mand on the contrary to doe \g,vq. © 
E 2 them| | 


— 


—— 
a 
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Tas 


them good : If they do them 
not gocd in one order, they 
doe it inanother; if they do 
1tnot in their outward man, 
they doe it in their inward; 
and Gedschildren by experi- 
ence finde him drawing them 


having and wancing theſe 
things:ſo though they be not 
in pcflcſlien theirs, yet in 


reduction, the wor(t things 
are Gods Childrens : For 
God brings all things about 
to their good ; and when 
Gods Children ſhall be on 
the ſhore hereafter, and ſhall 
bee paſt all, and ſhall ſec 
their foote in heaven once, 


2 ſweere Providence God 


nearer tohimſelfe, both by 2 


uſe, or,as we ſay, by way of : 


then they ſhall ſee by what ; 


guided it, that all things 


61 
s 


wrought! m 


'S 
*} 
\! 
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wrought for their good. 
' But you will ſay,this,or that 
particular is not mine, nor 
poſſefled by any of the 
Saints. | 

All things are not ours by 
poſſeſſion , bur by ſome kind 
ofuſe or other : we ſce, and 
behold, and meditate upon 


by others, andexercife oui 
thoughts profitably abour 
Gods Providence, in diſpo- 
ſing theſe things as he plea- 
ſeth 5; as alſo we hereby ſtir 
up within us the graces of 
patience,contentednefſe, and 
thankfulnefle for what wee 
have - Thus what we pol- 
| ſeſſe not, may be ours, and in 
a better, and more profitable 
uſe of 1t' tous, thantothem 


that poſſeſſe it. 
| E 3 A 


4 


ſuch things as are poſſeſſed 


TT | 
2h, | 


Anſw, 
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I 


A Chriſtian therefore, I 
ſay againe, 1s a great man, a- 
bove other men. And this 
1s the reaſon that carnall men, 
that have the ſpirie of the 
world in them, doe ſobirrer- 
ly envy and maligne them : 
Certainly, they ſecretly 
thinke, this man 15s greater 
than I am, thereis that in 
him that Ihave nor. A Chri- 
ſtzan 15s ' above other men, 
and 1$ able to judge them, 
and knoweth what they are, 
even miſerable in their grea- 
teſt higthes. The Spirituall 
man1s judged of none z men 
judge him poore8e wretched, 
bur 1t is falſe judgement;for 
he 1s ever rruely rich, and 
Noble,and happy : he fixeth a 
true judgement on them, but 
they cannorofhim z for he1s 
in 


— —_  _—_Þ 


F 
| 
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in aranke of creatures aboye 
them. The Saints ſhall judge: 
theWorld : thoſe thar are de- 
ſpiſed now,ſhall jadge others 
ere long, they ſhall be affe- 
ſories in judging the world. 
No marvaile wicked men 
[fecretly maligne Gods peo- 
ple; the wicked cannot but 
jadge them better and hap- 
pier than themſelves, As 
the life of grace is a higher 
thing in the nature of the 
thing than the life of reaſon, 
fo thoſe that have a gracious 
ſpiritualllife, they are in a 
ranke of creatures above all 
other men inthe world what- 
ſoever. , 

Wee ſee then what a great 
man, a Chriſtian is ; he is 
maſter of whar he hath, and 
a what he hath not ; and is 

E 4 not 


Ee. 


\ 


Singular 
comtor: 
for truc 


Chriſtias 


| 


rogative that a Chriſtian 
hath'? that -turne him to 
what condition you will, 


raiſe him,or caſt him downe, | 


killhim,or ſpare his life, you 
cannot harmehim : if you 
ſpare hislife, - thislife is his ; 
it you kill him, Deaths his - 


{killhim, fave him, inrich 


him, beggar him, his hap- 
pineſſe is not at your com- 
mand : thereis a comman- 
ding power torule all things 
for the good of Gods peo- 
ple. It1snot at the devoti- 
on of any creature 1n the 
world, either Divells or 
men. God overturn&s and 
over-powers al,andall 1s,and 

ſhall be rheirs. 
\ The ſtate of grace is high: 
er than any earthly condition 
"  there- 
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not this a wonderfull PTC / 


© TO. OV 29 HR 


bs 
b- 


4 Chriflians Charter, © 


ted or blemiſhed by earthly 
things : nothing- that ſence 
ſaffers harh power oyerrea- 
ſon , for it is above ſence: if 
a man bee ficke he hath the 
aſe of reaſon ; if health, rea- 
ſon alſo manageth it. No 
'aferiour thing can manage 
a ſuperiour : Let a mans e- 
ſtare be whatit will, grace 
will maſter it , becauſe it is 


therefore ir caunot be tain- 


Grace wil 


eſtate, 


acondicion above, a ruling 
commanding condition. 

rt. Whatacomfortis this 
in all troubles, that God will 


"| 


Vſe. 2. 
Firſt 


Tbranch 


ſancifie all conditions tous, 
and ns to them : who would 
be-diſconſolate in any con-} 
dition © whatſoever 2 who 
would bee diſconſolate to 
live, when: he knowes that 
oor is bis ? if God had not 


_E 5 good| 


-——_— 


for com» 


fort in all|- 
roubles | 
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] good to doe by his life, he 


would takehim away : who 
would grieve when Death 
comes, whenhe knowes that 
| Death is his 9 ſo thata Chri- 
ftian may ſay, if poverty, if 
diſgrace begood, ifthe or-. 
der ofevill things will helpe 
mee,1f crofle winds a” low 
me to Heaven, Ifſhall haye 
them: for the world, and the 
miſeries of the world; the 
perſecutions and affliftions 
all are ours. the worſt things 


our maine good : Therefore 
letus comfort our ſelves, we 
(cannot be at lofſe in becom-. 
ming Religious and trae 
Chriſtians, for then All things. 
are oxrs : He loſeth nothing, 
that by loſing any thing, 


| are commanded to ſerve for 


| gainerth all things. | 


2.For 


_— 
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2. For grace, for ſeeing 


teach us, to uſe all things to 
the honour of him that hath 
given us all things,not tobe 
ſervants to any thing, not 
to be ſubject to any creature, 


Twill not be in bondage to any 
thing : why? A Chriſtian 15 
Maſter and Lord over all: 

What a baſe thing isit for a 
man to be inthraled to ſuch 


ſome in bondage to a Weede;' 


affetion, ard ſome to rhar, 
ſome toan idle cuſtome : for 
amantobeas Rachell, Give 


have wealth, I muſt have 
pleaſure, or elſe I cannot live: 
As you know that wretched 


man 


em 


all things are ours, this ſhould|7; 7p 


as St. Pax] faith of himſelfe, 
poore things? as you have| 
ſome are in bondage to chis| 


ae Children,or Taye : 'Imuſt 


| 


2. Branch 


aro. 


| 


OS... 


| 48 too pre- 
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[man Ammoy , hee pined a- 
way to have his willzand ſo 
Ahab, who pined away him- 
ſelfe, becaufe hehad nor that 
| hee would have. Are theſe 
men Maſters? no, they bring 
themſelves in ſlavery and 
ſubjection ro the creature : 
can they ſay as Paul, All things 
| areonrs, things preſent, or to | 
| come? when thy put them- | 
Theſoule, (21es in ſubjection , and | 
f{” 'cious ro | thoſe bleſſed ſoules of theirs, | 
| be fubie@ they make ſlaves to their ſer- 
 itoany in» , : | 
Mrdinace | VAanteS to things worſe than : 
#-&ion.. themſelves,thar they trample 
ON. If all things be omrs, let 
us bring our ſelyes in fubje- 
ction tonothing : but labour 
rather to have grace to ſi 
due, and uſe all things to 
right ends. 
Againe this ſhould increaſe | 
Q 


4 


| 


G— 


i 
| 
! 
[| 
| 
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neſſe : Harh God thus inri- 
chedus? harh hee made all 
things ours,to ſerve onr turn? 
(in ſuch away as hee accounts 
ſervice)thar 1s, that wharſoe- 
ver we have (ball helpe us to 
heaven, and hath a bleſſing in 
ir, though itbeſickneſſe, or 
want,1t1s ours, and for our 
benefit. Lord doe what thon 
wilt, ſo thou bring me to 
heaven: if thou wilt have me 
poore,ifit will doe megood, 
lerme be ſo:ifthou wilt have 
me abaſed,I am content, one- 
ly ſan&ifie it to bring mee to 
heaven. How thankful ſhou'd 
we be to God that hath pla- 
ced usin thisranke, that hee 
hath pur all rhings under us, 
and made all things our ſer- 


| Yants * Ir was at hisliberty | 
D ro 


—_ race of To be 
inus the grace of thankful chankfll 
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| 


tohave madeus men or not, 
and when we were men to 
makes us Chriſtians, or nor : 
But being made, we are made 
Lords overall: all things are 
put under our feet, being one 
with Chriſt, as Pſal. 8. in the 


thoughts hereof our hearts| 


({hould riſe up to the Lord 
thankfully, and fay, as hee 
doth there: Lord, how won- 
derfull is thy Name in all the 
World. | 

And thirdly, it ſhould 
teach ns, for matter —_— 
ment, {though ir be a ftiame 
for us to betaughtir ) that 


thereis a God, and a wiſe} 


God. Therearea company, 
yea, a world of things m the 


world of different rankes,and | 
natures,as evill and good, Bec. | 


and yet you ſee how. one 


thing 


| q 
[ 


© 


is Y toy 
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| thing is diſpoſed for another. 


world ofthings, but allare | 
for man z there are a world 


Where there are variety of 


A Chi:fttans Charter, 


The Sunne ſhines upon the 
earth, the earth is fruicfull | 
for the beaſts: the beaſts ſerve 
man,and we are Ehriſts, and | 
Chriſt is Gods, Where there 
are many things, and things 
that underſtand not- them- 
ſelves,and yer there is ſubor- 
dination, there muſt needes 
bea wiſe God, that made all 
things, and ſets all in this 


frame and order. And as it | 


ſhewesthereis a God, ſothar 


this God is one, becauſe all | 


tend ro one : there anca 
of Chriftians, bur all are for 
Chriſt, and Chriſt is forGod. 


things, and all ordered to 
one, there muſt needes be one 


doo 


TIT 
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= - \Know- 
WE - ledge of 
&F {Gods at- 
| _— 
 Jhelpes & 
#1 elt-blj- 
_ {herb 
faick. 


eternall, wiſe God. Irhelpes 
and ſtabliſheth our faith in 
that grand poynt, to know 
'thar rhere1s a wife, under- 
ſtanding, gracious, powerfull 


— 


| te]ligence - as 1n Bees, there 1s 


| planted'a wonderfall inſti, 


God, tharrules and marſhals 
all the creatures , otherwiſe | 
than themſelves can doe. If 
there be order in things thar 
have no underftanding,furely 
the ordering of them mult 
come from ' an underſtan- 
ding. The worke of Nature 
(as we ſay) 15a worke of in- 


and in other things, but they | 
underſtand itnot themfelyes: | 
therefore the worke of the | 
Creature, being a'worke of 
underſtanding,it muſtneedes 
come from 'him that 15:4 


{ 


higher underſtanding, that| 


orders; 
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arders theſe chings. It all 


ons ſerve Gods ad en and 
they are for God , thencer- 
tainly there is a wiſe God 
that orders theſe things out 
of goodnefſe tous. And we 
finding all things ordered to 
us,ſhould order our ſelves to 
God : Ifthere be a God that 
hath ordained variety of 
things, and ofhis goodnefſe 
hath placed us 1n this. ranke 


(ſerve we 
No | 


Since all 


cCreacures 


of things, that all ſhould bee 


our ſervants, we ought to re-are for a 


hriſtian 


ferre all our indeavours, (2's 
, 
what we are; and what wee ſaught to 


} God. And rhis indeede is 


are 


—————— 


can doe to the glory of this ploy 


is wit, 
parts, an 


the diſpoſition of all thoſe indes- 
that can ſpeake theſe words | 72 
with any comfort, All things (cy. 
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ave onrs,Paul,end 4poo,Ma- 
giſtrates, Miniſters, Life, aw 
Death, things preſent or to 
come, all are ours. Thoſe that 


| can ſpeake theſe words with 


comfort, are thus diſpoſed, 
finding all things theirs, they 
referre all to the glory of 
him who hath made all 
things ſerviceable ro them. 
But ta praceede. 

I come now to the next 
branch. 


Tee are Chriſte, 


Ie pleaſeth us well tokeare 
that All things are onrs : 1, 
but we muft know further, 
that there 3s one above to 
whom we owe homage, and 
of whom we have, and hold 
all that we have : Tee arc 

Chrifts. 


[my ſelfe) I am fare it is the 


| ONT, 
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a__ This is the tenure 
we holdall things by,becauſe 
wee are Chrifts, Whatſoever 
the Tenure in Capite be a- 
mongſt men ( which you are 
berrer acquainted with than 


beſt tenure in Religion, Al 
iz ours, becauſe we are Chrifts 
wee hold all in that Tenare ; 
if we be not Chrifts, nothing 
1$0urs comfortably : Feeare 
Chrifts, and therefore 4] is 


Bur what ſay yon then of 
thoſe that are not Chriſts? 
are not the things theirs 
that they have, becauſe they 
are not Chriſts : or have wic- 
ked men nothing that may 
be called theirs ? 
| . I anſwer, they have ;and 


itzs rigour in ſome that ſay 


other- 


20 


| 


92 AChriſhans Portumgr | 


otherwiſe, as that wicked 
men-are\ uſurpers ''of what 
they have:They havea Title, | 
borh a: Civill Titles . and: a{ 
Titke before God. God gave 
Nebachadnezzar Tyrns, AS 4 
reward forhis ſervice : and 
God. gives wicked men a 
Title of thar:they have; and 
chey ſhall never bee: called ;to 
account at they Day of Judg- 
ment, for poſſeſſing of what 
they had, but for abuſing that 

oſſzllions and mg pro- 

rly they are nor uſurpers, 
" regard-of. poſſeſſion , but 
. [they ſhall render an account 
of the abuſe of Gods good 
_ [bounty. . 

_ It mrs, asietsin the; 
Kings carriage to a Traitor; 
when a King gives a Traytor' 
his life, he gives. him _ | 

an 


——_— 


| 
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nd drinke that may main-; 
raine his life, 'by the ſame 
right that he pives him his 
life, God'will have wicked 
men to live ſolong,to doe ſo 
muck go-d to the Church | 
forall are notextreamly wic- [ 
ked that are not Chriſts 
members, that-goe to hell: 
but there are many ofexcel-' 
lenr parts and indowments, 
that God hath appoynred co 
doehim great fervice, though; | 
they have an evilleye, and} | 
intend not]his ſervice, but Wicked 
to raiſe - themſelves in the tough 
World : yer God intends they in- | 
their ſervice for much par. {£24 n0t 
poſe, and hegives them in- 'yice : Jer 
conuragernent in the world , he uſech 
aS he willnor be behind with RR 
the worſt men : if they doe {<Chur- 
(him ſervice, they ſhall have {<5good. 

their «i 


PT CONTIOEI En CSIR 


— 


[| 
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nor _— » for they 


| 


|itnot with an eye for that. 


their reward in that kinde. 
If ir bein policy of State, they 
(hall have tin that, and rhey 
ſhall have commendarions 
and applauſe of men, if they 
looke for that : andif he give 
them not heaven, they can- 
cared not did 


Yr that, they | 


Now ifGod uſe the labour, 
'and the induſtry, and the 
parts, and indowments of 
wicked men for excelent pur- 
poſes, he will give them their 


6, x reward for outward things: 


| M 


Verily,you have your reward, 
kath Chriſt. 
But the Apoſtle faith , 47 
things are yours , becauſe zee 
are Chrifts : a$1fthoſe that 
have not Chriſt have no- 
thing. ; 
[of 


| 


94 A Chriſti Portions | 
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ſome ſence, men that are our, 
of Chriſt, thathavenort his 
Spirit, have title by vertue 0! 
a generall Providence tc 


[havenotu Title ſogood,and 
ſo fullas a godlyman, as a2 
| Chriſtian hath ; they have not 
this Tenure to hold all thizg.s 
in Chriſt, therefore their Te- 
nure 1s not ſo good, nor 
ſo comfortable, in three re- 
ſpecs. 

Firſt, they have them nor 


Chriſt, they have it from 
God, and Chrift as rhe g 
| vernour, and ruler of the 


| World,and making all things| 


| Iris true, howſoever inf 


[what they have 4 yet they | 


{from the love of God inlnji 


ſerviceable to the Church : 
therefore hegives theſe gifrs 
evento wicked men, for the 


Lmmen 


| 


Ld 


good 
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[while heelives, and Things 


thence. 


good of others,as the gover- 
nonrof the world ; buthee 
beſtowes them cn his Chzl- 
dren out of love. | 
| Andthen ſecondly, they. 


| have them not from God, 


as a father in covenanr,they | 


{haveno title as Ch7zldrern of 


God: for ſoa Chriſtians the 
Heire of the World : the 
firſt borne was to have a' 
double portion : A true 
Chriſtian hath a double por- 
tion ; All things are his here, 
and Heaven is his when he 
dyes : Things preſent are bis 


to come are his, when he goes 


And rhenthirdly,in regard 
of theend, to wicked men 
they doe nor farther their 
ſalvation,rthey have them rot 
| | from! 


$-— 


| 


— 
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from God with grace to uſe 
them well ; but Gods Chil- 
dren,as they have them from 
his love, and from God, as 
12 Fatherin covenant, fo1t 1s 
for their good : wicked men 
| [they.have donum Dei ſine 
| | Deo, they have the gifts of | 
' |/God without God , without 
[the loveand favour of God, 
| |as Berirard faith well : but 
| Gods .. Children have the | 
gifts of God with God too;; 
| | rogether with the gifrs and 
| | good things from him, they 
 |havehis- favour thatisbetrer' 
than the gift, For all the 
good things weenjoy in this 
world, they are but Conduits 
to convey his favour. Gods 
loveand mercy in Chriſt, is 
conveyed in worldly things, 


mou the ſame love that mo- 
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Yet ns 


: HiNe"ceflaries in the time of his 
| PT, nonage. Wearehere in our | 
'[nonage, and God ſhares out 


[degree of title, yer they have 


ved God to give us heaven, 
and happinefle in. the world 
to come, #® moves hin to 
give ns daily bread ; there is 
nodifferencein the love , as} 
he ſame Tove that moves a 
Father togivehis ſonne his 
inheritance, moves him to 
oive him breeding and ne- 


ſuh a ſtate to ue, and from 
the ſame love that he gives us 
theſe things, he gives us hea- 
ven afterwards. Now wic- 
ked men have nor. this full 


atirle; as I faid/before,:and 
they ſhall never anfwer for 
the poſſeſſion of what they 
have, but forthe wicked uſe 
of that poſſeſſion. 


Againe, 


A Chriftians Charter, 101 | 
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Againe, alittle further,te |. |: 
cleare one Caſe I rouched he-p.\.hce 1 
fore : If all things he ours, be-'cleared. j 
cauſe we are Chriſts, way we 0 5c, 
asare Chriſtians uſe all things 
as welift ? 

There 1s a foure fold re-!- Anh, ; 
| | ſtraint,in regard of rhe uf; Fove- 
| ) : - tol4 re. 
| | Thereis areſtraint firſt of re- 4c; 17 | 
| | gion, thongh all things bee the uſe of 
| | ours, in regard of Conſcience, |#'98% | 
| | we may earte,anddrinke, and| ?* 
{ | uſe any creature of God with- 
| out ſcruple : yetthere is are- 
\ftraint putuponit ſometimes 
{in Religion; that it bee no 
prejudice ro the worſhip of 
|| God. Inthe Lords day wee 
|| may refreth onr ſelves, - but 
not ſoas to hinder the wor- 
{hip of God : here is a high- 
er reſtraint put vp: n our li- 
 berty. 
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And then ſecondly Sobri- 
ety, It puts a reſtraint upon 
our liberty : AU things are 
ours 1n Chriſt: wee muſt not 
take liberty therefore to cx- 
ceede Sobriety : Licitis peri- 
mus omnes , 1tisan Ordina- 
ry ſpeech, wee all periſh by 
lawfull things : howfvever, 
All things are ours, for our 
uſe,yert we muſt uſe them ſo- 
berly and not exceed. 

And then thirdly, Chari- 
ty puts another reſtraint, it 
muſt be withour offence to 0- 
thers : we muſtnot thinke to 
have a free uſe of that may 
offend others, in that caſe 
there is a reſtraint : there- 
fore Sr. Par! faith , J will 
never eate fleſh whilſt } live, 
rather than 1 will offend my 
brother. 


| 


An 
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Andinthelaſt place,in cafe 
of obedience ; there 1s a re- 
ſtraint upon all things we 
have : that is, in outward 
things 5 howſoever no man 
may meddle with the Con- 
ſcience ; yet rhe Magiſtrate 
maP reſtraine this or that 
creature, All things are ours, 


may ſatisfie in ſome doubts, 
Now tocome more directly 


j*0 this branch, to ſhew how ſareChritts 


we are Chriſt. 

We are Chriſts in all the 
ſweere tearmes and relati- 
| ons that canbe ; name what 
yon will, we are Chriſts, We 
are his Snbjes, as hee 15 a 
King: weare his ſervants, as 
rFe1s a Lord ; wee are his 
Schollers, as hee is a Pro- 


becauſe we are Chritts. This[ 


| 


How wee 


phet : Ifwee take Chriſt as | 
F 3 ahead, 


— | 
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1On, 


Ifay. 9, 6, 


WF lahead, wearehis Members; 


if we take Chriſt as a Hul-, 
band, wee are his Spouſe; 
if wee take Chriſt as a fonn- 
dation, weare the building; 
1t we take Chriſt as foode,} 
he incorporates us intohim- 
(elfe if we bee TenfÞles,' 
he dwelsin us. Thereisno | 
relarion, norany degree of 
ſubjeaion, and fubordinari-| 
bur it ſers forth this] | 
iweete union, and agreement. F 
betweere Chriſt and us: fo. þ 


{hat Chrift is ours, and wee Y 


are Chriſts in all the ſweete F 
relations that can bee: wee| þ 
are his Members, his Spouſe,! Þ 
his Children : for hee is the! F 
Everlaſting Father « Hee is 
all tharcanbe tous, -and we. 
are all that can bee to him, | F 
that is lovely and good. | 


Bur | 


es CT ; 


But yet all relations we 
ſhort , they reach :nor to 
ſer ont the excellency, and 
the trath, and reality of this, 
that we are Chriſts, For what 
is ahead to the body? (which 
is one of the nearett ) can 
the head quicken the dead 
pany no :; bur Chriſtcan, 
Agere in non mera , Nec 
can worke ina dead member, 
that, thatisnot a member to 
make it one. Can a Rusband 
change his Spouie ? Mojes 
could nor, hee married a 
Blackamore, -.hee could not 
alter her diſpofitzon, or her 
hue ; but Chriſt can alter 
his Sponſe. Hee is ſach a 
foundation as makes all 1i- 


ving ſtones. Thereforc in St. 


[nne of mnion in the] 
F4 word 


Tohn 17. becauſe there is no loh.i7. | 


"I ”= 
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world , tharcan ſerve to ſer 
out the neareneſſe we have ro 


Twill, that they may be one, as 
thou and T am one : he ſets-1r 
ont by that incowprehen- 
ſible union ; he goes Divine- 


\ſly, above earthly things, to 


fer cut the reality of this, 
how wee are Chriſts, and 
Chriſt ours. Weare Chrilts 
in the moſt intimate neare- 
'nefſe that can be z we are fo 
Chriſts, as nothing in the 
worldelſe1s, when wee be- 
leeve once ; though all things | 
are Chrifts, yet the Church is 
Chriſts in a more peculiar 
manner : there is a peculiart- 


Chrifti- 
jtan$are in 
'the nea- | 


q "Lreſt bonds 


—— 


ito Chriſt. 
\ 


ty in this,that weare Chrifts; 


bonds, nearer to Chriſt 
than the very Angels : for 
_ they 


A Chriſtians Pofticn,or 


Chriſt ; faith Chriſt : Father, | 


thatis, we are in the neareſt |. 
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they are not the Spouſe of 
Chriſt, they are notthe mem- 
|bers of Chriſt z they are mi- 
niſtring ſpirics ro Chriſt, and 
ſoto us. There is no crea- 
rure under heaven, no nor in 
heaven thar1s Chriſts, as wee 


Chriſts in all the rermes of 
nearnes & dearnes that can be 

And this neareneflſe 1s mu- 
tall ; we are Chriſts, and 
Chriſt is ours, he dwels in 
us,and wein him,heabides in 
u5,and weinhim: heisinus, 
as theVine is in the Branches, 


Branches in the Vine ; andas 
itis intimateand murual), ſo 
it1s eternall;, we are Chriſts 
for ever. 


are; we are his portion, his | 
jewels, his beloved ; weare |, 


and weeare in him, as the | 


Bat: rocome more particu- 
F 5 larly: | 


—_———— 


108 


p—_— — 


A Chriſtians Portwon or { 


-—- 


By what 
eitle we; 


bY 


tiONs 


+ 


3 Byre 


1By Crea- 


3 By gift, 


demption £©O 115-by Redemption , we 


larly : By whattitleare wee 


|Chriſis 
areCbrſts, The firſt Title that Chriſt 


hath to us,is rhe ſame that he 
hath to all thingselſe : All} 
things are Gods, and Chriſts | 
by creation, 'and preſervati- | 
on : all things confift in 
Chriſt. 

Bur ſecondly, rhere 1s a 
more: neare © title than by 
creation '; namely by gift: 
for rhe father- hath given 
us to him : for all that are| Þ 
Gods by Ele@ion, hee gave| þ 
them to Chriſt, to pur-| | 
chaſe for them - by. his 
blood, | 
| And thirdly, hee hath title 


coſt him deare ; wee are a 
ſpouſe of blood to him, the 
price ofhis blood, he dyed: 


—_— Py 


| for' Þ 
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for us « wee conld nor bee 
Chriſt, but he muſt redeem 
ns out of the hands of our e- 


have his juſtice ſatisfied, thar 
Grace and Juſtice might; 
meete,and kifle one another : 
Gods Juſtice muſt be ſatisfied 
before Chrift could haye us: 
for however there was A wor 
bexevolentie, , alove of good 
will, that gave us to Chriſt, 
yet till Chriſt redeemed us,8& 
made us his owne, there was 
not Amor amicitie ,alove of 
friendſhip betweene God and 
us : ſo all friendihipcomes 
upon title of Redempri- 


1on. 


Then fourthly, upon Re- 
demprion there is atitle of 
marriage that Chriſthath to' 


nemies. And God would|- 


{4By mar- 3 


CIagts 


us. God that brought Adam 


£O! 


ct 


—— 
z 


— 


conſcar, 


s By our 


to Eve inParadiſe, he brings 
| Chriſt and us together. And 


part, as1t 151n marriage, tO 
Chriſt: Hee 1s our Husband, 
and wee give our conſent to 
rake Chriſt to be ſo, that he 
ſhall rule and governe us, and 
we take him for better for 
worſe inall conditions. Thus 
wee ſee how Chriſt comes to 
be ours, and wee to bee 
Chriſtss Now the poynrs 
char ariſe from this branch, 
And yee are Chriſts, Are theſe. 


Chriſts. - 
| Secondly, that wee ave 


_ 
Thirdly, that a/ are onrs, 
becanſe we are Chriſts, 


Jours. 


A chriſttans *Portion, or | 


wee give confent on our | 


| Firſt, that all things are; 


The connexion of the 
p_ this : 48 things are 


we 


1 FE hriftians Charter, 


It 


yours. Why? becauſe you are 
Chriſts + how followes that? | 
becauſe all thinys are Chriſts: 
if all rhings were not 
Chriſts, and wee Chriſts, 
the argument would not 
hold z ſorhar all are Chriſts 
firſt : All rhe promiſes are 
made to Chriſt firſt, and 


Althe promiſes are yee in him, 
they are made inhim, and 
they are A», they are per- 
formed'in him. Ineed nor 
frtand munch upon this : All 
things in the world ate 


all gocd things arehis firſt: |. 


Al thin 
areChriftr 


Coloſ.r. 


Chrifts, for hee made all ;zas 
iris Colof. 1. and he hath re- 
conciled all. Allthings are 


'Chriſts, eſpecially by the |Jmpuca 


title of redemption ; as hee 
redeemed man. Andindeed 


| weeould not be Chrifts, un- 
; lefſe 


All things]. 
are Chri 1 
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Iohn, 19. 


vine! diſcovered, eſpecially till the 


lefſe Chriſt had ſubdued all 
things tohimſelfe,unlefſe hee 
had poſſeſt all good, and 
ſubdued all rhat 3s 11] , how 
could he have brought ns out! 
of the hands of our enemies. 
Therefore in Sr. 7oh1n.17.cur; 
Saviour Chrift ſpeakes there 
of the power that his Father 
had given him over all things: 
but this was upon conſidera. 
tion of his refurre&ion:after 
hisreſurrection he faith , 4/7 


[power is giver to mein heaven 


andearth. Chrift,as Media- 
tor,had title to all things, by 
vertue of the unions as ſoon 
as the humane nature was 
knit to the Divinity, there 
was a through title to 
all things $ bur "it was not 


reſurrection was paſt, we, 


| without prayer , when, all 


| toſpeake of. 
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he had accompliſhed the 
worke of Redemption. 
He was alſo toaske : Aske |Pal.2. 


5 / Chriſt 
of mee,and Twill give thee the bangers 


Heathews for 1 J} poſſe/ſron. hisfarher,|_- 
God would not let his ſonne [therefore 


have any thing (though hee _ w 
redeemed the Church, and c& no. 
all things,in ſome ſort) with- ſhing 

out asking. Shall any man |{y;ng, 


then thinke to have any thing 


things were conveyed to 
the Sonne of God by af 
king? | 
Farther, Chrift is the Heire 'xcs.z. 
of the World ; therefore all Chrit is| | 
things muſt be his as the fore all qi 
Heire. ThisIis a cleare point, things | 
and I doe but name it, be- mult be 
cauſe it hath a connexion |*: 
with the truths I am now 


He 
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lat thing 


ours,. be- 
cauſe 


| [Chritis 


Ours. 


| heminenceinall things. For 


. [maſtbe Chriſts firſt, Hee 1s 
|the firſt begotten of-every 


_ {manche isthe firſtbegotten, 
[becauſe he js more excellent 


Hereupon ic comes, that 
All things are ours, becauſe 


fo bee the firſt borne of man 
| eng fo ow. 
gooey Creature, and the firſt 
egotten from the dead. All 
theſe ſhew the priority of 
Chriſt, rhat Chriſt is firſt, 
that he ſhouldhave the pre- 


Chriſt is the prime creature 
of all, he is Gods Maſter- 
piece, that is the reaſon why 
nothing can be ours, but-it 


creature, both as God and 


_ ours. Chriſt is ſaid| 


in order and dignity, than 
any other whatſoever. So 


heis the firſt begotten from 
"he 


1 


Fo. 
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the dead, the fir(t fruits of, 
them thas fleepe, becauſe 
all that roſe,roſe by vertne of 
him. Hereuponir 1s, that we 
can havenothing good, bur 
we muſt have it in Chriſty 
ET | 


— = 


Therefore we muſt we $ 


this, (romakearightuſeo 


To fee al 
our privi» 


it) whatſoever priviledge j.;c 
we conſider ofas ours, wee fit in 
ought to ſee itin Chriſt firſt, |Eviſt- 


Our Ele@ion is in Chriſt 
firſt, hee is choſen ro bee our 
head. Our juſtification 1s 
in.Chriſt firſt : he is juſtified 
and freed from our ſinnes, 
being laid to his charge, as 
our ſurety, and therefore 
we are freed. Our Reſur- 
rectionis in Chriſt firſt, we 
riſe, becauſe hee is the ft 
-begotten from the dead. Our 

| Aſcen- 
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The An- 
gels ar- 
tend on 
us,be- 
cauſe wee 


areChrifts 


 Aſcention is in Chriſt, and 


deſcend: all the commumon 


Chritts. 


in rhe fireplace, when wee 


——_ — IS. WI 


our fitting at the right hand 
of God,inhim firft:all things 
thatare ours, they are firſt 
his : what'be hath by nature 
we have by grace. Why doe 
the Angels attend upon ns, 
and are miniſtring Spirits to 
us? weare Chriſts,and hee is 
the Jacobs Ladder, upon 
whom the Angels aſcend and 


thoſe blefled Spirits have 
with mankinde.is becauſe we 
are Chriſts : they are mini- 
ftring Spirats ro Chriſt firſt, 
and then co us, becauſe we are 


Therefore itis a good me- 
ditation,' fitting the Goſpel, 
never to thinke of our ſelves 


chinke of any prerogative, 
XX but 


2 
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but to thinke of it in our 
blefſed Saviour, who began 
tous inall. He was the firſt 
inevery thing that is good, 
as the elder brother it was fit 
it ſhould be ſo,andhee muſt 
have the prerogative in all 
things. Thereforeletus glo- 


[rifle Chriſt in every thing : 


when we thinke of our titk 
to any thing, thinke this I 
haveby Chriſt, beit of our 
juſtification,orgloriftcation, 
this I had by Chriſt, and in 


| Chriſt. 


This is another nſe we are 


|.co make of it, the rather be- 


cauſe it ſweerens all rhings 
wee have : If all things 
ſhould  eome  immediatly 
from God, they were com- 
fortable : bur when as all ſhall 
bee derived from God by. 


Uſe, 2, 


are derij- 


| 


rens all. 


Chriſt, | 


To teach 
us thank. 
fulnaeflce. | : i 


. "Bind 


Al things, - \F 


ved tous Fi 
from'God - i 
by Chriſt! : 
[this ſwee-' 
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| jFecaule God, and comfort in the] 


(creature. from | 


| Chriſt, wee have Gods and 
Ehrifts love together. There 
15not the leaſt good: thing 
wehave, but we muſt thinke, 
this Fhave by Chriſt , this vi- 
tory over ill, and this con- 
verſion of 11] to good. : rhe 

thing is ſweere, bur thelove; 
|  . jof Chriſt is fweerer : the) 
| thing it felfe is not ſogood as 
| the ſpring whence ir comes. 
It pleafeth God wee have a 
triple comfort ar once ineve- 
ry good thing. Comfort in 
God the Father, that wee 
have it fremhis loye, and 
comfore in} the Sonne of 


] 


Our. coals, by 

(ore lyes Creature. Therefore ler us 
in God & not be (wallowed up in the 
ack fk: creature, but reaſon thus, 
be ſwal> [this is a ſweete comfort, but 


lowed u > ES; 
neeech M7 whence have I it? oh it 1s 


—_—_— 
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from Chriſt, and the love 
of Chriſt , and I have Chriſt 
from the Fatner. There is 
Chriſt, and God the Father, 
and the thing, and the love 
of Chriſt, and the Father, 


which is ſweeter than the- 


thing 1t ſelfe, As in the 
gifts from friends, the gift is 


not ſo ſweete, as the love it: 


comes from. The love and 


favour of Godis better than | 


the thing it ſelfe. This 1s 


indeede a comfortable ob-| 
ſervation to know, that a/|. 


things are ours, becauſe we are 


Chriſts, For why is Paul and|\ 


| Cephas, and the Miniſters 
lours ? theyarethe Miniſters 
of Chriſt firſt : wee are the 
Miniſters of Chriſt , and your 
ſervants, for his ſake, faith 
the Apoſtle : Why 7s Life and 
Z | | Death 


| 


WD 
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{thinke of Chriſt inall things, 


| Death ours ? becauſe Chriſt 
hath conquered Death firſt, 
& it was the paſſage of Chriſt 
to his glory ,z he conquered 
the ill ofit, He tooke away 
the ſting of it, and thereupon 
it is ſo good and uſefull to 
us : he hath the key of Hell, 
ard death : that is, he hath the 
government oft, having 0- 
vercome it. And things pre- 
ſent, and to come, Heaven, 
which he now poſſeſſethzit is 
his, and thereupon it comes 
t0 be ours, Therefore let us! 


and thinke of the {weetneſſe 
of all things from this, that 
they come from Chrift, 
Toenlarge this poynt a lit- 
tle further : we have all from 
Chriſt, and in Chrift, yea,and 
by Chriſt, andrhrough him. 


Firſt, 


__ —_— 
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Firſt, we have all we havein 
Chriſt,as a Head, as the firſt, 
as our elder brethar , as a 
roote , asthe ſecond Adam. 
we haveallin Him, by conſi- 
ſtence in him ; we have what- 
ſoever 15 good inhim. 

And ſecondly, we have all 
by and through him,as a me- 
diator for his ſake : we haye 


4 


by redemption, hath-purcha- 
fed a-righrt.to all, in, and 
{through Him. 

Thirdly, wee have all by 
him, by a kinde of working, 
as the efficient cauſe, becauſe 
we bave the Spirit of God tc 
[extract good our of all. For 
being | reaſonable creatures, 
God will make all ours.,as be- 
comes underſtanding crea-{ 


Title to all, becauſe Chriſt] 


IiWe have 
all in 
Chriſt 2s 
Head, 


2 As me- 
diator. 


2 As the 
c ffictegr 
caule, 

We have | 
che Spiris 
of God by 
hrift, 

whereby 
eextra 
400d out 


rwres; thatis, by ſancifying 
434, Cur 
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- [and Chriſt, both as reconci- 


| 


[our underſtanding to exrrat! 


| the quinteſſence out of every: 


thing : Fora Chriſtian hath | 
the Spirit to let him ſee rhat; 
God 1s leading him 'by his 
Spirit to good in all : and 
whence. comes the Spirit? 
from Chriſt: Chriſt harh ſa- 
tisfied the wrath of God the 


Father ; and now the Father 


led, ſend the Spirit, as. the 
fruit of borh their loves. So 
Chriſt, as thy efficient cauſe, 
makes all ours, becauſe the 
Spirit is his, by which Spirit 
we make all ours. - 21 

And fourthly , Chriſt 1s 


an examplary cauſe, we have 


|allin him and through him, | 


and by him, as an exemplary 


that ſubdued all tohim,ſub- | 


dues} 


parerne. The fame Spirit| 


— 
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dues all things to us.. To 
make this clearea lttrle: there 
was in Chrift Regnum patien- 
tie, A Kingdome of pati-} 
ence, as welljas {Regrmme po- 
textie , A Kingdome of po-|-, 
werand glory, There was 
a Kingdome of parience,that 
is, ſacha Kingdome as Chriſt 
exerciſed in his preateſt a- 
baſement z waereby he made 
all things, even the worſt, ro 
be ſerviceable to his owne| 
turne, and the Churches, So 
in every member othis,there! 
is a Kingdome of patience ſet, 
up, whereby he ſabje&s .all} 
|things to. him- ''T'o make it| 
yet clearer. | 
When Chriſtdyed, which A king- 
was the loweſtdegree of abaſe one 
went, there was a kingdom! Death, 
of patience then: _ when\ | 
hee 


= 24 A Chriſtians Portton or 


he was ſubdued by Death, & 


triumphed oyer Principali- 


Sathan, was there a King- 
dome then? Yes, a King-" 
dome : for though viſibly, he 
waS overcome, and nailed to 
rhe Croſk ; yet inviſibly, he 


ties and powers : for by death 


he ſatisfied his Father, and 
he being ſatisfied, Sathan is 


but a Gaoler : whar hath he | 


todoe when God is farisfied 


by Death £ Chriſt never con- 


quered more than on the. 


Crofſe; when he dyed, hee 


| killed Death,and Sathan and 
all. And'nor Chriſt reigne 
on the Crofle. when he con- 
verted the Thiefe? when the 


|Sunne was aſtoniſhed, and 
{the earth ſhooke and mo- 


ved, and the light was eclip- 
ſed? Who cares for C/ar; 
| | when; 


—_ 
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I 


when he is dead? but what 
{more effieatious than Chrilt 
Twhenhe dyed £ he was moſt 
practicall, when he ſeemed to 
doe nothing. In patience 
he raigned and tryamphed ; 
he ſubjected rhe greateſt ene- 
mies to himſelfe, Sathan, and 
death, and the wrath of God, 
and all. Inthe ſame manner 
all chings are ours, the worſt 
things that befall Gods chil- 
dren, death,and afflictions, 
and perſecutions : there 1s a 
Kingdome of patience ſet up 
in them ; the Spirir of God 
ſubdues all baſe feares in us, 
and a child of God never 
[more tryumphes, than in his 
greateſt rroubles. "This 1s 
that rhat the Apoſtle ſaith, 
Rom 8. In all thele things we 
are more than Conqueronrs. 
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How we 
are Con- 
QUCETOUTS, 


4 


How 1s that, that in thoſe 
great troubles we ſhould bee 
conquerours and more? Thus, 
the Spiritofa Chriſtian, take 
him as a Chriſtian, reignes 
and tryumphes atthar time: | 


For rhe Divell & the World 
labour to ſubdue the ſpirits 


of Gods Children, and their, 


cauſe. Now to take them at 
the worſt, the cauſe they) 
ſtand for,and wil ſtand forit, 
and the Spirit that they are. 
led with is undaunted : ſo] 
that the Spirit of Chriſt is] 
vitorious,and conquering in; 
chem, and moſt of all at fuch 
times. 

Itis true ofa Chriſtian in- 
deede,thart one ſpeakes of a 
Naturall man, buthe ſpeaks 
tr00 vaine-gloriouſly, he ſub- 
dues hope and feare, and 1s 


more |. 


A 
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more ſublime than all others: 
a Chriſtian is ſo: Dum patitar 
vincit,&c. when hee ſuffers, 
he conquers, nay more then, 
than at other times ; for the | 
Spirit gets ſtrength, and the 
cauſe gets ſtrength by ſut- 
fering, andanfiverablc rohis 
ſuffering 1s his comfort and 
ſtrength : ſo thar allchings 
are his ; the Spirit that ſub- 
dned all things to Chriſt, 
ſubdues them ro him. Nay, 
hee makes all advantagious 
for the time to come : as St. 
Pawl faith ; Theſe light afflidi- 
ons thatwe ſuffer, worke nnto 
us anexceeding weight of glo- 
+9. becauſe they fir and pre- 
pare our deftres for glory,and 
anſwerable to that meaſure 
that we glorifie God, ſhall 


4 Chri- 
ſtian con- 
quelrs the 
more 1n 
lutfering. 


Cor. 


our reward be in Heayen,and | 
| G 3. the 


i 


7 
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, 


To Rady 
the exce!- 
lency of | 


Chriſt, 
Phil, 3. 


[the more we ſuffer, the mare 
entrance wee have into tiea- 
venin this world ; wee enter 
farther into the Kingdome 
of grace, and by conſequent 


Anto the kingdome of glory. 


So that there 15a kingdome 
ſet up in a Chriſtian, as 
there was 1n Chrift, inpati- 
ence, inſuffering : ſo we ſee 
that all things are ours , be- 
caule we are Chriſts, and what 
we may obſerve from thence. 

To ſhut up this poynt with 
ſomeule. 

Lerusbe ſtirred up to ſtu- 
dy Chriſt, and in Chriſt ro 
ſtudy our owne excellency. 
'St. Paul accounted all drofſe 
and dung , in compariſon of 
the excellent knowledge of 
Teſus Chrift. ” And indeede 
we cannot{tudy Chriſt, but 


| 


, 
4 — — — 


there| 


A Chriftians Charter, 


there will bea reflexion upon | 
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che ſoule preſently : it 1s 9 
transforming ſtudy. The 
tady of the love of Chriſt, 


| muſt needes make us love 


him againe : The ſtudy of the 


| choyce that Chrift hath made 


of us, it will make us chuſe 
him againe,and to ſay, Whom 
have T in Heaven but thec ? 
If we ſtudy the grace and{ 
mercy. of Chriſt, we cannot 


bur be transformed in mar- 
vellon* reſpect. to him 2- 
gaine. Thereforeletus raiſe 
up- our thoughts more to 
thinke of Chrift, and the 
excellencies of Chrift, with 
appropriation to our ſelyes, 
AI things are yours, and you 
are Chrifts. Weſhouldnor 
ſtady Chriſt, and- any excel- 


\ 


S- 


| 
| 


| | 


T he ſtudy 


of Chriſt 


makes us! 


love, 


FA 


legcyinhim, but weſhonld | 
alſo! 
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——__ 


[alſo thinke thisis mine z this 
;15 for mee. The more the; 
ſpouſe heares of the riches &| 
advancement ofher husbad, 
the more ſhe bleſſes her ſelfe, 
and faith this is for mee. And 
the more we thinke of Chrift, 
the more we thinke of our 
owne advancement, and ex- 
cellency. Therefore we ſhould 
be willing to heare the wn- 
| ſearchable riches of Chriſt un- 
| folded tous : for theſe ſerve 
. |to kindle the loye of the 
Spouſe to Chriſt. 
Tp =u_ Sg Minifters wo a> 
,cndof the ghy. friends of the Bridc- 
Minter | J that come berweene 
{{pcll is ro, che ſpouſe and Chriſt,to make 
| _ up the match berweene them, 
nd \andone blefled way whereby | 
|Cbriſts [they doe it,is to unfold to the. 
_ Church her owne beggery, 
4n ' 


——— 


q W 
. # 


_-— 


| 


may looke for onut-of felfe- 


<__— 
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and the riches ſhee hath by | 
Chriſt ; her owne neceſſity, 8 
the excellency that thee hath 
in Chris, The mame ſcope 
of the Miniſtery 1s toſhew us 
our beggery in our ſelves,and 
our danger that we are more 


indebted than weare worth :| 


that we are indebted to Gods 
juſtice for body and ſoule, 


and all : and as we are indeb- | 


- , 


ted, ſo we muſt have ſupply 


from the riches of another | | 


of neceſtity,,or ele we goe te 


priſon, and-+ periſh eter-|. 


nally. 


 Nowchrift doth not one-} 


ly pay our debts,(for thatwe 


love)buthee 15 the chicfe of 
tenne thouſand, hee 1s ancx- 


cellent perſon in himſclfe |. 
Now the unfolding of the 
: RS : A. 35 
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ow V 


| 


| excellencies in Chriſt, is a 


meanes to procure the Con- 
tract and Marriage betweene | 


the Churchand Chriſt. And | 
ler us labour by all meanes to 


be one with Chriſt, to ſtndy | 


further union and communi- 
on with Chriſt, becauſe up- 
on this tearme and Tenure 
Al] things are ours, if wee be 
Chriſts ; if not , nothing 1s, 


| ours but damnation : And ' 
| conſidering that the more u- 
| gion We:baye with him , the ' 
{more waſhal know our owne : 
\|Prerogarive, that all things | 


preſent and to come are ours, | 


|rherefore wee ſhould labour | 
[ro know him more. 
[are three Graces.tending to 
Union: 


There: 


Knowledge, 
Faith, and 


Love, The. 


nn 


—_— 
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—— 


bu 


The more we know him, rhe 
[more wee ſhall truſt him: 

They that know thy Name, will 
truſt in thee, And the more 
we truſt in him, the more we 
ſhall love him. Knowledge 
breeds truſt, and truſt breeds 
Love: therefore let us labour 
to grow in our knowledge, 
and truſt, and love ro Chriſt. 

- Androthatend (a< I faid )' 
totake all occaftons to heare 
of the excellencies ofCbrift,to 


ſpecially inthe miniſtery. In 
Cart. 5, thoſe 'thar were'not 
converted, the Daughters of 
Jeruſalem , , they alke* the | 
Church, What 3s thy beloved 
more than unothers beloved: 
My beloved(faith the Church) 
is 'whrte and OM the —_ f Pe 


——_— 


/ 
md. y 


Pſal. 9. 


Knows 


ledge 


breeds 


trult, 


| 


Study the 
excellens- , 
Cics$ of 


Chriit, 
ſtudy them our ſelves, and' to |. 


heare of them from others, e- [--- 


[ 


A Fo). 
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of ten. thouſand, and there-' 
uporrſhee ters him out frem 
rop.to roe, inall his excellen- 
cies, and faith, This 3s xy Be- 
levedand thereupon ſhe that 
before aſked in lighting, | 
| What 3s thy beloved, more than 
anothers beloved f in the f1xt 
Chapter ſaith , Where 3s thy 
beloved, that we mayſecke him 
with thees:So when weknow 
Chriſt and his excellencies, 
the next quere will be, Where 
No argu- # thy beloved? Of all Argu- 
ment wee MEnts 1n Divim ty WE can (t- 
can ſtudy jd y,we heare of nothing more 


Canr.6. 


ſo com- 


forable | Comfortable than of Chriſt, 
as that of and the benefits wee have by. 
Chriſt. |him : for God will beglori- 
fied in noching ſo much, as in, 
that great myſtery of Chriſt ; 
therefore letrtheſe things 'be 


more and mote ſought after. 
| Bur | 


- 
a _— — 4 m__ 


—— a. Fs i 
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upon this Tenure, that we are | 3 


| under the -. government of 


þ. 


A Chriſtians Charter,” 
But how ſhall I know that | 


Chriſtis mine, or thar Iamin 


Chriſt, orno, for all depends | 


in Chriſt ? 2 
Afke thine owne heart: | 
| Auſw, 


Haſt thougiven thy conſent, 
and contracted rhy ſelfe to 
Chriſt, orno ? This 1s. one [E909 | 
_—_ I ſaid) whereby wee | 
are Chriſts, by giving our ſve his. 
conſent. Our owne hearts 
w1ll tell us whether wee have 
given onr conſent to take 
Chriſt to bea Head, a Gover-, 
nour, and a King roruleus,as } : 
well as$ora Prieſt, rodyefor 
usif thou be content tocome 


pag, 


Chriſs , co be raledby his Spi- | 7] iſ 
rit, thou-mayſt ſay, I am pl 
Chriſts , Thave-given-up- my | "if 
ſel te co him, I amconteut to} 11 
rake. [| 
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—_ _" 


| Secondly, 


| harh proceeded from our 


| none thar have given up 


take him. Wee know what 
owne 'will, and there are 


| themſelves ro Chriſt, bur they 
may know it : Therefore let 
usconſider whether we have 
paſſed our conſent to Chrife 
orno ;Ifeareit ts yet to doe 


'contrafting: themſelyes to 
Chriſt, they have yeelded to 
their owne luſts. 


what, 


"M1 | guided 
Wl [Rom. 39; 


Againe ſecondly, conſider 


BE [Giccchou 27 what Spirit thou art gui- | 


\ded, whether by the Spirit of 
(Chriſt, orno z Hee that hath 
not the Spirit of Chriſt izsnone 
of bis. Chriſt 1s a Huſband 


TO oe es” at. api. it 


with many ; for inſtead of 


that will ruJe his Spouſe, he 
will rule in his owne Temple 
and Houſe, hee is a Head that 
will rale his owne members :| 

conſider! 


— 


ow "OY 
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conſider whar Spirit guides 
and aftuares thee , whether 
|the Spirir of Chriſt, or the 
ſpiric of the World : If the 
Spint of Chriſt rule inus, it' 
will worke as it did in Chriſt, | 
| that judgment of things that, 
Chriſt had, heavenly things to 
be the moſt excellent; and 


the ſame judgment of per-| 


ſons, to eſteeme ofthoſe thar 


Chriſt eſceemes of: It willy - 


worke the ſame carriage to 
God, to men, to enemies, to. 
Sathan. If we haye the Spirit 
of _ it wi!l rransforme 
us to be like 4+" in our 
judgment, and diſpoſitions, 
and affeftions every way, in 


ſome degree, . according. to} 


our capacity and meaiure. 
Therefore lerus not deceive 


How to. 


know if 


the Spirit} 


be inus.. 


our ſelves, if we be led by the 
| ſpirir 


| 


| 4 
—_—— + 
Ll 
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[ſpiric of the world , andnor 
[by the Spirit of Chriſt, we 

cannot ſay with - comforr; I 
am Chriſts : When every one 
*|ſhall come tochallenge their 
owne, the Devill will ſay, 
Thow art mine, thou wert 
led by my. Spirit : but if wee 
yeeld our ſelves tobe guided 
by the bleſſed Truth of God, 
when that challenge (ball 
come, Who is on my fide ? 
who? Chriſt will owneus for 
his jn evill rimes. | 
Thirdly, he thatis Chriſts, 
will ftand for Chriſts upon all 
occaſions, and ftand for Reli- 
gion , hee will not bea luke- | 
warme zexter ; if wee bee 
Chriſts,- it is impoſſible buc 
wee fhonld have-a: word to 
ſpeake for him; and for Reli- 
g10n.. If we.-beChriſts, wee | 
'f | will 


PR 
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will be true ro him, we will 


cauſe of Religion rhar is. put 
into our hands. But (by the 
way) let us take heed of ma- 
king this a name of FaQtion, 
a3 the Corinthians did, to fay 
Tam of Paul, and I ame of A- 
pollo, and 7 am of Chriſt ; as 
ſome that ſay, they are nei- 
ger Papiſts nor Proteſtants, 
but Chriſtians ; but in times 
wherein profeſſion 1s requi- 
red a man muſt ſhew his Re- 
lIigion here ; not tofay, I am 
Chriſts , 1s tobe an Athieſt; 
incaſe of confeſſion andpro- 
feffion of Religion, we muſt 
owne the ſide of Chyiſt., and 
ſay weare Chriſts 1ndeed; 

Tris ſaidin the Revelation, 


[char ſo many Hundreds and | 


will be ſtrong for Chrift, wee | 


not betray Chrift, and the| 


Cantiont 


| Thon- | 


wt As. to MO 6 
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Thouſands were ſealed with 
a Scale in their foreheads : for| 
even as the ſlaves of Anti- 
chriſtare ſealed in the hand, 
they have a marke in their 
hand, thatis, they are bold 
for Antichnſt : ſo all Gods 
children are ſealed in their | 
foreheads ; that is the place) 
of confeſſion and profeſlion, 
the forchead being an open 
place. Chriſt carries Gods 
broad Seale, he ſeales all that 
come to Heaven. in the fore-|. 
head ; hee ſeales them firſt in| 
their hearts to beleeve the 
Truth, and then hee feales 
them in the forehead, openly 
to confefſe : With the heart we 
beleeve, and with the mouth; 

wee confeſſe to Saivation. 
Therefore thoſe that are nor 
[bold to confeſfſe, and profeſſe: 
Relj- 


>” "I 
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Religion when they are cal- 
led to it, they are none of 
Chriſts ſealed ones z for hee 
ſeales them to make them 
bold in the profeſhon of Re- 
ligion. Let this be one Evi- 
dence whether thon arr 
Chrifts,orno: ifthe queſtion| 
be, bo is on my ſide 7 toown 
Chrifts fide, to ſtand for 
Chriſt, and the Religion re- 
formed, and ſtablifhed ; if a} 
man doe not this, hee cannot 
ſay Tam Chriſts, but his heart 
w1l give his tongue the lye, if 
hee ſtand not boldly for the 
cauſe of Chriſt:He that is aſha-* 
med of me before men.Twill be 
aſhamed of him before my hea- 

venly Father. 
 Ir3s acomfortableconfi- 
deration, if apon tryall wee 
finde our ſelves Chriſts, that 
we 


; * 
* 
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les the 
fwecteſt 
and (ſafeſt 
ndition: 
-J20 be in 


Chriſt. | 


77 
. fof Death, and the day of 


| the ſweeteſt, and the ſafeſt 


| we ownethe cauſe of Chriſt, 
and his fide, it is the 
beft fide, and wee ſhall 
finde 1t ſo im the houre 


Judgement. Ifwe finde our 
ſelves to be Chriſts, what a 
comfort will this be? of all 
conditions in.the world it 1s 


condition to be in Chriſt: 
tis tohayeall below xs oxrs, 
and all above us to to bee 
ors ; to have God the Fa- 


preſent, and things to come. 
Whar a-comfortable confide- 
ration 15 this in all ſtormes, 


dwell in Chriſt, to bee 


ther ours,and God the Holy-|' 
| ghoſt; to have all in Heaven 
and Earth tobeonrs, Things | 


co bee hous din Chriſt, to| 


cloathedwith Chriſt 2 when 


the \ 


—_— 
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the ſtorme of Gods anger 

ſhall come upcn 2 —_ 
and at the Day of Judge-! 
ment to be found in Chriſt, | 
not having our own righteouſ- 
eſſe, and in the houre of 
death todye in Chriſt, If wee |. , 

. . 04looks 
be ' Chriſt wee live in him, fon tho 
and dye in him, and ſhall fhar ve in 
bee found in him at the Day [{#if 
of Judgement. If wee bee [love hee 
Chriſt, we are in Heaven al- [[vokes og 
ready in Chriſt our Head, 77-0", 
wee fit in heavenly placesſan is as | 
together with him. In all ſ{:- of 
the viciſſirude and enterchan-|\&;e 1.2. 
ging of things in the: World [were thes: 
(wck are many) Lifee*» Death, |Alrcady. 
Othings preſent, & thing sto\ 
come, there1s a world of vi-| 
ciffitudes, but in all, in Life | 
and Death looke backe- 
ns ,or forward,or upward, | 

Or 


\ OSDEER: BELLY — ; 


—_ — 


f 
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in aſſurance of rhis. 


|why then ſhonld wee feare 


or downward, ifa man bein 
Chriſt, he is upon a Rock, he. 
may over-looke all things as 
his ervants : all things ſbalbe 
commanded by God to ſerve 
forhis gocd, and ro bring 


him to Heaven, to yeeld him 
fafecondut. We ſtudy evi-! 
dencesand other things ; this 
1s worth our {tudy more and 
more to make this.ſure, that 
weare.Chriſts, and Chriſt is 
ours; the more wee grow in 
knowledge, and faith, and 
love, the more we ſhall grow 


Againe, if wee be Chriſt's, 


want, when all things are 
ours,and we are Chriſts? Can 


can a man want light thar 1s 
in the Sunne? can a Chriſtian 


| 


a man want at the fountaine? |' 


"that 


A Chriſtians Charter, 145 
thathath all things his, and 
inthis Tenure his, all things 
arehis, becauſe Chriſt 15 his, | 
can any thing be wanting to 
him? Irſhould comfortus a- 
gainſt the time to came, if 
we be ftript of all, yet wee 
have the Fountaine of all. We! 
| maſt be ſtripped of all ar rhe 
houre of dearh, wherher we 
will orno ; but if wee bee 
'Chriſts, and Chriſt be ours, 
all things arein him in an e- 
| Minent manner. Itisa won- 
| derfull comfort for the pre- 
ſenr, againſt all feares and 
'| wancs; and 1t 1s a comfort 
for the- rime to come, that 
when all things ſhall be caken 
fromus, yethe char is better 
than all things, that is better 
than the world ir {elfe, will 
| remaine tous. Thereforelet 
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U/c. 3, 
To for- 


Chriſt. © 
Pſal. 45. 


-  [Gakeall for wr ourfarthers houſe, to 


_ |we, for Chriſts fake, that 


_—BRK.4 


Jus thinke of theſe things, 


{robe Chrifts,and tobe his in 

ſuch a peculiar manner. 
And thirdly, letuslearne, 

Jas weareadviſed P/g. 45. to 


forget all former baſe ac- 
quaintance, andto bee con- 
rented with Chriſt, What 
faith our Blefſed Saviour in 
the Goſpell £ Thoſe that 
heare mg words, they are my 
brother,and ſiſter and mother, 
Are they ſo? and ſhall not 


15 nearer than any in the 
worid, hate father & mother, 
ec. thatis, not regard them 
for Chriſt, If wee bee 10 
neare Chriſt, and he will ſtick 
{tous when all will leave us, 


it 15 wondrous comfortable | 


then let us anſwer Chriſts| 
| love; 


I es 


from God at the firſt, and 


| what we may obſerve. : rom 
'this, thay wee are Ch.iſts. 
; Now 1t 15 faid here belides, 
' that | 


'to God, and end in him. 


A Chriſtians Chartcr, 


love ; he 1s to us 1N ſtead of 
| al] kindred : - {et him be fo, if 


= cannot have their love 


upon Other teartnes, than tv 
| forſake Chriſt. Thus w* ſee 


Chriſt is G ods. 
Here 1s a facred Circle, 
'that ends where 1t beginnes z 
for all things come out 


'all things goe backe againe| 


All are yours, and you are 


Gods, . | 
; 
| 
| 


Chriift js 


[1 
' 


Chrifts , and Chriſt is Gods. 
Man 1s (as 1t were) tne Hori-l 
zon of all things, thathath 
one halfe of the Heavens 

H bciow 
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\ 


below devided,and termina- 
ted, and the other aboye: 
A holy man 1s berweene all 
| things, above him and under' 
him. All things are his be- 
low him, they ſerve his rurne | 


and uſe, to helpe him to 
Heaven, aSa viaticurm, And 
all things above him are his, 
that is the cauſe that all things 
' below are his. Now to 
come to this laſt branch. 


| AndChriſt is Gods. | 
| 


| In whar ſence is Chriſt 
Gods ? was hee not the 
Sonne of God? Yes, that, 
1s true, he was the eternal 
Sonne of God, bur that is 
not here meant. Chriſt 1s 
Gods, as Mediatour., The 


Father, the firſt perſon of 
the 


A Chriſtians C harter, 
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£ 


the Deity, is the Fountain, 
'and the Mediatour comes 
from him in a donble ſence. 
Firſt, becauſe the Fa- 
ther, the firft perſon was 
offended, therefore he muſt 
appoynt a Mediator. Now 
by what bonds 1s Chriſts 
Gods 2 By all the itrong 


{ 


|tearmes that can be devi- 


ſed. God ſent him into the, 
World *; He ſent his Sore. 


\God ſer him forih as a 
propitiation 3 Him hath the 


[Father ſealed. Tehn Chapter! 


the ſixt, Verſe twenty ſeyen, 
He came forth with Gods 
broad ſeale ; God ſealed him 
to be Mediatour in his Bap- 
tiſme, and by his working 
of miracles, and raiſing him 


[Furner ſealed him, and ſer 


from the Dead, God theft 


ſence 


Gods. 


} 
loh. 6.27. | 
i 


-H 2 his 


In what 


Chriſt is | 


Rom-}. 
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,Colof, 
| 


Marth, I 


Matth. 28 


his ſtampe upon him. to be 
| his : heſenthim, and ſet him 
'forth, and ſealed:+ him: 
He was aunoznted with the! 
Ole of gladneſſe above bis 
| fellowes, He was annoynted 
to ſhew his anthority: 
Kings, and Prieſts, and 
Prophets were annoynted:. 
So God the Father hath ap- 
poynted him to bee King, 
Prieſt, and Prophet of his 
Church ; heis annoyntedin 
all theſe tearmes. 1t plea- | 
ſed the Father, that in him £ 
[ſhould all fulneſſe awell :-And l 
Matthew the eleventh Chap- | | 
ter : All power is given to ff |? 
© 
: 
d 


——_ — 
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| 12e, of my Father , in Heaven 
and Earth. So when hee 
was to aſcend, ſaith hee, 
All power is given to mee ft. 
in Heaven and Earth, Mat.28. a 
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| Hee came our from the Fay 


ther with all authority. The 
Scriptore is marvailous preg- 
| nant in this poynt, to ſhew 
with what authority Chritt 
came from the Farher. The 
2oynts here conftterable, 
are firſt ofall, rhar all things 
Io Cihrilts,and theretore we 
are Chriſts : {0 


All things are ihe Fathers. 


This 1s the higheſt de- 
gree: we can goeno further, 
there 1s the Center wherein þ 
we muſt reſt - A// thigzs are 
the. Fathers. All things are. 
of God, that made all ofno- 
thing, and can turneall to 
duſt at his pleaſure : All 
things are of him, and by 


All things 
are God- 
the fa- 
thers, 


_- 


| him,” and threugh him, as it 
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\iRom, 11s, 


'Al things 
come t 
'us thr 
Chrit,,* 


Father immediately z but they 


and the Father, but Chriſt 


1s Remans the eleventh Chap- 
ter, divinely ſer forth. There 
Is no queſtion of this 3 it 
were to adde light to the 
Sunne.,to ithew that A// things 
are the Fathers, and hereup- 
on Chriſt is the Fathers in | 
the firſt place, and then a/ | 
things are ours, becauſe Chriſt 
is ours, andChriſt is the Fa- 
thers.ThePoynt that is more 
materiall, and worth the ftan- 
ding on is this, that, 
Though all things comefrom 
the Father, yet not from the | 


come frem Chriſt. 

Chriſt 15 the Fathers, and 
we are the Fathers in Chritt, 
and all things are ours in, 
Chriſt : there is no 1immedi- 
ate communion betweene us 
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| comes betweene God and vs. 
Why is this needefvl]? 
For many undeniable 
reaſons, 

Firſt, becauſe there 1s no jr --/, | 
proportion betweene God [00 © 
the Father,and us, but a vaſt |:o be tag 
diſproportion. Re is holines with Goa! Þ| 
and purity, andaconſuming Ned aror 
fire of himſeife. What aref | 
| wee withcur a Mediator, al 
| middle perſon , without 
Chriſt comming berweene ? 
nothing but {tubble, fit fu- 
ell for his wrath; fo thar all} 
love, and good that comes 
from the firſt perſon,it muſt 
come to us through a mid- | 
dle perſon : Yox are Chriſts, 
and Chriſt is Gods. We can- | 
not indure the brightneſſe it 
of the Majeſty of the Fa-| - | 
ther,it is roogreat a preſence, | | 
| | H He 1 
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Sinlle, 


i He awellsin that height that 


120 #1an can at*aine unto, as 
'the Apoſtle ſaith : Therefore 
,tkere mult come a perſon be- 


' tweene, inveſted in our 1ia- | 


'ture. God in our nature 
'COMmes betweene the Father 


[and ns, and all things come 


from God tous in him : As 
tne falt waters of the Seca, 
when they are ſtrained 


in God, though they be ter- 


rible, and there be a difpro- | 


{Portion betweere them and 


[ns 3 yet bcing ftreined and | 
derived through Chriſt, they | 
are Gecte and delighrfull : 


but our of Chriſt thereis no 
communion with Gcd : hee 
is a friend to both ſides, to 


through the earth, they are 
{weete in the rivers : 1o the. 
| waters of Majeſty and Juſtice 


| k us '-- 


cM 
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us 4s man, rohimas God. All 
things come originally from 
the fourtaine of All, God; 

they are Gods,and you know 
the three perſons meete. 1n 
| ONe nature, in God the Fa- 
cher, Sonne,and Hoſy-ghoſt: 
I, bur Cas I 1d) the holy 

| God doth not convey imme- 
| diately Yo0d things to us. 

| but by the mediation of 
| Chrilt. 
have tt thns ſince the fall, 
that having loſt all, wethould 
recover all againe by the ſe- 
cond Adm, thatfhonld be 
a publicke perſon,a mediator 
berweenehim and as, and ſo 
through Chrift we ſhould 
have accefſe and entrance to 
the Father, and rhathby him 
wee ſhould have boldnetle; 


Andthat God againe down-. 


H 5 ward 


Sm. 


For Ged would|,,” 


God doth 
not cCon- 
= good 
th 1UngS t 
us, bur by 
medi» 

ation of 


Chriſt, 


| 
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| 


ward might doe all things | 


with due ſatisfaction to his | 


Juſtice, becauſe(as I faid)wee | 
are as ſtubble, and God a 
conſuming fire : Were not | 
Chriſt in the- middle, what | 
entercourſe could there bee | 
betweene the Lord and us? | 
noother than betweene the 

fire and the ſtabble ; Maje- 
{ty on his fide , and 1niſery 

and finne on ours : there 
muſt be a Mediator to bring ; 
theſe two contraries toge- | 
ther.So all comes downeward | 


{through Chriſt from God to! 
us. God doth all in Chriſt to! 


ns;he chuſeth usin Chriſt;and | 
ſanCtifies us in Chriſt ; he be- | 
ſtows al ſprrituall bleſſings on | 
us in Chrift, as members of | 


' Chriſt-to Chriſt rſt, 8 throw 
rm hee conveyes 1t to,us; 


hee 


—_ 


es. 
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| 2re compleate. 


. 
come to have communion 
! with God in him, in whom | 


he hath pur fulneſſe in him, 
and of his fulnefſe wee receive 
grace for grace : for Chriſt 1s 
compleat, and in him wee 


Then againe ſecondly,God 
will have 1t thus, as it 15: fit 
it ſhould be (o, becauſe Chriſt | 
1$ fitted for 1t: he 1s the Son 
by nature, and it 15 fit that 
we that are ſennes by Adop- 


Tohn,t. 


fitted to 


diator. 


tion ſhould have communi - 
on with the Father in the 
Sonne by Nature: he is be-. 
loved of the Father firſt; 
In him F am well pleaſed : We. 


he is wellpleaſed, Chriſt is 


primun gmabire, the firſt be- ) 
loved Le God lookes 
on Chriſt as the fir begotten 
of him ; heisrhe firſt Sonne 
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God doth ; | 
it in mer-| ſtate 1n remoteneſle from us, | 
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by nature, and beloved of} 
God : hereupon God comes | 
to delight in us thatare ſons | 
by Adoption, that areeircs, | 
becauſe wee are fellow heires | 
with Chriſt : hee delights in 
us, becauſe we are one with | 
Chriſt, in whom he bcholds !' 
us. | 
Againe thirdly, God doth : 
this, not onely to keepe his | 


and his greatneſſe, bur he | 
doth it in mercy : heehath | 
appoynted Chrift to come | 
between, that now we might | 
not bee affraid to-goe to 
God by the middle perſon, 
appoynted by himſelte ; he 
is bone of our bone , and fleſh 
of our fleſh. - Now we gee to 
God, who is Bone of our 
Bone, and Fleſh of our 
Fleſb, 


— ht 
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Flc h, God nor (i imply and 
barely coniidered, but God | 
incarnate. There is nogoing 
ro him in. our 'telves, bur 


Bone., and Fleih of cur 
Fleth, as Berward laith, I gee 
willingly to a Meaqgiator, 
made. Bone of my Bonez 
my brother. Ir was a com- 


they had Joſeph theirbrother 


dome : .,and is it not a{weer | 
comfort to Chriſtians, that 


cond Perſon in, the Trinity, ' 


that 1s their brother, that 


1s the high Steward of Hea-. 
ven and Earth © Is it not 
a comfort to the Spouſe that 
her Husband _ is advanced; 
over all, and is nearcſt to the 
King ? 


| 


God being Bone of our | 


fortto Joſephs brethren, that [one of 


rhe ſecond man in the King- {of our 


Its alweet 
comfort 
they have one that 1s the [e> chat Chrif 
[1S$ Gur 
brotker, 


B errard d 


Chriſt is 


our bone, 


and flcth 
freſh, 
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- | boneof our bone, and fleſh 


King? Isitnota comfort to 


every one that 1s inrelation 
to another, to have one that 
may ſtand for them, that 1s 
both able and willing? Now 
Chriſtis able as God, ana 
and willing as our brorher ; 
and therefore is a fitperſon 
tocomebertweene God .and 


cauſe he 1s God ; and hewill 
doe us good, becauſe hee is 
ofour fleſh. So we ſee that 
Chriſt is Gods, and why 
there muſt bee a third perſon 
come betweene Gcd and us ; 
and Chriſt is fitted robethe 


us : he candoeus good, be. | 


middle perſon. 6 
Now to confirmeit by a. 


| place of Scriprure or two, | 


rhe Scripture 1s every where, 


full of rhis argument. 77; 
pleaſed 


| 


| 


|zn heaven and earth. The 


_ Pa 
4a t- 


1C briftiaus C harter, 


161 | 


pleaſed God to reconcile all to 
himſelfe in Chriſt, in whom we 
have obtained the inheritance, 
that in the fulneſſe of time hee 
might gather together 71 
one all things in Chriſt. It 1s 
3 recapitulation, a bringing 
all tro one agatne. God the 


Eph. 1,10 


Father,in Chriſt, brought all ' 


all to himſelfe againe ; for 
withour Chriſt wee are ſcat- 
tered and ſevered, anddi-| 
ſtracted from God ; but in 
Chriſt God brought all in| 
one head againe, both that 
arein Heaven and in Earth. 
Andſoin Coloſ. the 1. Chapt. 
It pleaſed God, that in Chriſt 


in him to reconcile all things 


all fulneſſe ſhould *dwell, and} 


In Chriſt]. | 


to a head againe,he brought |So4 hath 


brought | 
all his ine} 

to one | 
ead a- 
gain,that | 
were ſcat-h 
tered and} 1s 
diſtrated]} * 
from him, 


Colo, I, 


VE of this is manifold, 
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and very comfortable. 

Firſt ofall ; docall rhings 
come from God rheFather to. 
as in Chriſt,a middle per{c:n/ 
as all 4 xelow us irc QuUrs 
in Chriſt, { 
15:God rhc » Fo uthcr 15 ours in 


roGod.as God comes down- 
ward cous. All rhings com 
down from God in Chriſt: 
God is the Farher of Chriſt, & 
Chriſtis the Facher ofus. As 


ſ{olerns not Oe meciat iy up 


butinChr #/t rotheFatber: Git 
et us offer all our prayers 


3, 
1OnN of | 


{os 
Wt 


4 3 F > # 


We IDL 


Chriſt; Then . (hould reach 1s | 
tro diret our devorio upward ! 


5 
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norhing 'comes immediarly | 
from the Father downe ro Us. 
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 |inthenameof Chriſt, Itis 1g- 
| | norant preſumpris, arrogant, 
and fruitles, in any of otir de- 
votions & prayers to God, to 
|g0 toGod in our own name, 
' tothink of God without a re- 
lation of a Father in Chriſt : 
| though we doe nor alway 
'name Chriſt, yer we muſt 
| thinke of Godin therelation 
| ofa Father,i1n which Chriſt 1s 
{1mplyed - for how comes he 
| tO bea Father, butin Chriſt? 
he 1s Chriſts fir{t, and ours 


p 


— 


ickim. Let-us nor conſider | 
| of a bare naked God, bur | 
j of God inveſted withaſiveer| 
({ jrelation of a Father in, 
{ Chriſt ; by whom ry rs be-| 
come our father, Thetefore 
Lord, wecomenot to thee 1n 
our 


163 
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our owne naime, and 1n our 
owne worth &: deſert, which 
15none at all;but wecome to 
thee in the merits of Chriſt, 
in the mediation of Chriſt, 
mn that love thou beareſt tc 
him, and that for his ſake 
thou beareſt tous, thatare 
his members. This is the 
way ofentercourſe berweene 
Godandnus : To thinke cf 
{God ont of Chriſt, out of 
the Mediator, it is a ter- 
rible chonghr, nothing more 
terrible ; bur to thinke of 
Godin Chriſtnothing more] 
{weete : fornow the narure! 
of God is lovely,comming to, 
us 1n Chriſt, & the majeſty &' 
jaſtice of Godare lovly, when 
ir comes through Caritt to be 
fatisfed, 1t 15 ſweete : for 
Lord thou wilt nor puniſh 
the 
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the ſame ſinnetwice :_ And, 
the Majefty and greatneſle 
of G 1s comfortable , 
whatſoever is Gods 1s ours, 
becauſe'Chriſt 1s ours. God 
in his greatneſſe, in his ju-! 
ſtice,in his power : all things 
being derived, and paſfling 
through Chriſt, are (weete 
and comfortable to us. 
Therefore ſecing Chriſt is 
Gods, and all things come 
from God in Chriſt, let it 
dire& us to performe all to 


1 


| 


_ 


V/e 2, 


Godin Chriſt, 

Againe ſecondly, if ſo be 
that God bee ours, and all 
things ours in Chriſt, rhen 
when wee are todeale with 
God the Father, or to deale 


| 


Topre. | 
ſentChriſff| 
to God:in! ® 
our dea- 


ling wit 


in, 


wath Sathan, or to deale 
with others ſoliciting us, 
then let us make uſeof this, 
Chriſt 
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| 


Chriſt is Gods, and I am 


Gods through Chriſt. When 


wee have to deale with God: 
the Father that ſeemes an- 
gry for our ſinnes and our 


{ conſciences are wakened, and 
] terrified, ſay, Lord, Chriſt is 
|thme ; I have nothing to 
| bring thee my-ſelfe, but a 


Mediator of thy owne et- 
ring, and ſending forth, of 
thine owne annoynting and 
ſealing, and thou wilr not 
refaſe the righteouſnefle and 


] obedience of a Mediator of 


thine owne. Chrift is Gods; + 
let us carry ourelder brother 
with us, whenſoever wee 
would have any thing of 
God : when we have offen- 
ded him, comenotalone,bur 
bring our Benjamin with us, 
come cloathed with our el-| 

der} ! 
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willnor refuſe the very name 
of his Son ; it isa prevailing 
name with his Father. Ir is 
thine owne ſon ; heisa Medi- 
ator of thine cwne:though IT 
have nothing of my owne tO 
bring thee, yet I bring thee 
thine owne ſonne. I befeech 
youlet usthink cfthis when 
we have offended God, and 
our confciences are troub- 
led; let us gcero God inthe 
(veete name of his ſonne. 


der brothers garments : Ged | 


Againe thirdly, 1fſo bee 
that Chriſtis Gods, and no- 
thing comes from Ged, but 


nence. Chriſt: is of Gods 
owne appoyntment, and all 
things are ours , becaute 
Chriſt 18 ours ; nay, Godis 


Ours, |. 


"—_— 


Chriſt a 
C Ht prehemi- 
chrough Chriſt, letns give jnence in 
Chriſt the greateſt prehemi- |" 
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Pſe 3. 
To give 


hearts 
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4 Marth. 17, 


God the Father: what faith 


| ours, becauſe Chriſtis ours, 
Therefore let no man ſet up 


| themſelyes in our conſCien- 
| ces, but Chriſt and God : The 


conſcience 1s for Chriſt, for 
our Hasband ; Chriſt is or-! 
dained of God to bee our 
Head, and to beeallinall to 
us of God the Father: There- 
fore in the. ſolicitations of 
our judgment, to judge thus, 


jandrhus, letus thinke what | 


fairh Chriſt my Husband, 
us heare him : This is my 
beloved Sonne, heare himz:Hee 
comes with authority from 


he? Ifitbee not the judge- 
ment of Chriſt, who ſhall fit 


Shall che Pope? (hall any 


manuſurpe by an infallibility 


of 


_—_— 
1 
LO EET 
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whois Gods ? God will haye | 


in my conſcience but Chriſt e | 
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of judgement-to fayiris ſoz, 
you muſt,ypon paine of dam- 
nation beleeye 1t? I cannot 
but ſpeake a little of it by | 
the way. The modeſteſt and 
learnedeſt Jeſuite of late 
times, ſpeaking of rhis argu- 
ment of Chriſt, bringing an 
objedtion that ſome may 
\ make againſt the Popes au-| 
thority,ſaith he, if the Pope | 
fay otherwiſe, his authority | 
were more tomee, than the | 
definition of all the Holy Fa-| 
thers : nay faith he, I ſay with 
' Paxl, ifan Angel from heaven 


| ſhould come and fay it, and 
| the Pope ſhould fay other- 
| wiſe, I would: beleeve the 
| Pope, before I would beleeve 
\an Angel from Heaven: ſuch 


| a place hath that man of ſinne 
in the conſcience of thoſe 
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'great learned men. This 1s 


A Chriſrtans Portion or : 


intolterable ; 3 weare Chriſts, 
he is our Husband : Chriſt! 
comes with authority from| 
his Father, wee muſt heare' 
him, heis Gods , therefore 
[let no man prevaile in our 
conſciences that brings not 
[the Ward of God, and of 
Chriſt. 


'V/ſe 4. | Apaine fourthly, if Chriſt 
Where to be Gods, and all things come 
relt our | us from God by C/ 

ſoules, y Chriſt, 


then wee ſee a reſt for our 
ſoules, wee can goe no far- 
cher than God,and jn Gudro 
che firſt perſon in Trinity, 
The Chriſtian Religion 
pitcheth- downe acenter for 
the ſoule ro reſt in, a ſafe 
pitching place, a ſafe fonn- 
| dation : it ſhewes our recon- 
ron with the great God: 

now, 


OC EI———— 
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now : Chnſtian Religion | 
ſhewes that all is ours, agd; 
; we are Chrifts, and Chriſt 
'1s Geds, ond there it ſets 
 dowrie a reit for our ſoules. 
In Maiih.ii. Chriſt,after hee 


' had ſaid : AU things are given hy, Ly 


| me of my Father, faith hee, 
| Come unto weetherefore, all 
i yee that are weary andheavy 
laden, and I will eaſe you. 
| Whar-encouragertgent have 
, we to cone to him? 4// 
; things are given mee of the 
Father : Ckriſt is Gods 3there- 
fore yee may bcldly . come 
nnto me ; Tee ſhall finde reſt 
toyeur ſoules in me. 1, but is 
Chrift thelaſt reſt?No.the fa- 
ther is theJaſtreſt:for inChri/?| 
I know the father is wel plea- | 
ſed:ye ſhall find reſt in Chriſt. 

| becauſe he hath farisficd the 

4 I Fa-' 


Em 


I 


1 
| 


4 
- 
| 


f 


1 
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Father : Soall ſolid comfort 
muſt be terminate in God, in 
the firſt perſon in the Trinity, 
we can 'goe no further than 
God:the firſt perſon, the foun| 
rain of theTrinity.So you ſee| 
' Jin that wee are Chriſts;and| 

Chriſt 1s Gods ; there the 
ſole hath footing for it! 
ſelfeinGod the Father: But' 
may-we not reft in Chriſte | 

Yes ; becauſe he is aurho- 
rized of God the Father, 
and wecan goe no further; 
for theparty offended firft of! 
all by our ſins is God the Fa- 
ther, and he hath found out 
this remedy, this Mediator; 
and therefore why ſhould we' 
ſuſpe&t anything? to trouble: 
our ſoules, to runne in 8 
Maze,but goe to Godin the, 
name of Chriſt upon .this 
velry, 


| 4 Chriftiane Charter. 177 | 


very ground. Lord, thou 
that art the party offended , 
and ont of the bowels of 
mercy aft. found our this 
Mediatour., I reſt in him, 
becauſe hee came out from: 
thee: And therefore here is a 
ſalid reſt for the ſoule,when | 
the ſoule goes backe roGod 
the Father , and reſts in him. 
We ſay of a, Circle, itisthe 
ſtrongeſt of all Figures, be- 
canfe it is a round figure, 
it ſtrengthneth it- ſelfe,, 
whereas a ſtraits line is| 
weaks : As wee ſee thoſe 
round bodies that are made 
Arches,&c.they are the ſtron- 
geſt _ z becauſe every 
ſtone ſtrengthens another : 
fo this1s rhe ſtrongeſt refle- 
ion of all, that as al! 


things come from God the 
12 Fa- 
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| 


him,and reſt there, who can 
make a ruptures Ir 1s the 
ſtrongeſt of all : the ſoule 
ſtates not in the way in this 


| Father 3 ſowhen we goe to | 


and that thing, all are falſe 
reſts , butit goes to Chriſt :| 
and to farisfie the ſoule the 
more, when it reſts in Chrift, 
it reſts inthe Father. Ther- 
fore when I deale with Chriſt, 


and thinke of Chriſt, Tmuſt 
thinke I have to deale with 


carnate, 1t wasas much as if, 
the Eather had beene incar- 
;nate : forit was by his autho- 
rity. Chriſt ſuffered, but. 
God gave him to death for VN 
all : Seethe Farher inall,& 
there the ſcule wsll reſt. | 

Wee ſee here in the WON- | 
arous ſtrong ſalyation of a 


Chri- 


[ 
te Father. Chrift was in«. 


—— 
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Chriftian 3 it 1s jnot _— 
foundedin the good. will of| 


ths ſonne, orofthe Father. 
bat it1s founded inthe love 
of both, and upon rhe 
authority of Chriſt com- 
ming from the Father. For 
God was in Chriſt, reconciliug 
the World to himſelfe. So our 
ſalvation is founded ant built 
upon the muruall love of the 
Father, and ofthe Sonne to 


from the Father, and rhe 

Father m the Sonne ;; ſo 

ſtrong '1s onr ſalvation bur. 
Then againe fiftly , for 


comfort ; if Chriſt be Gods, 


appoynted by God a Saviour, 
and ro make all things ours, 
to bring us' backe againe ; 
ſhall nt wereaſon with the 


Apolite, Rom. 8. Ifhee hath [ggn, 4 


"3: I 3 
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us * the Sonne loves us as{ 


2 Core $, 


5. U/C. 
Comfort 
all things 


ours with 


Chriſt, 


| 
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wot ſpared his owne Sonne, 
but given him to death for us 
all ; how. ſhall hee not with 
him give ws all things elſe ? 
Thar place 1s a proefe ct the 
Texr inhand : How (tall we 
proove that AU things are 


ours, for our good 2 Becauſe 


rather create another World, 
than we ſhall want any thing 
that is for our good. If 
he have givcn his ſonne for 


biz give us all things? as 
much as ſhall be conduceable 
for our good. 


God for 
Chriſt c- 


j 


Now for an ufeof duty: 


4; fince God hath ordained and 


 annoynted Chriſt for our 
good , 
for 


La 
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God hath not ſpared his owne 
Sonne, that is better than the | 
|World : Therefore God will 


all, how ſhall hee> not i 


let us. thanke God; 


| 
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for Chriſt, as the Apoſtle 
doth : Bleſſed be God the Fa. 
the of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
We forget it ; wee ſee 1t-1s 
the beginning of every E- 
piſtle almoſt of Paxl and 
Peter : Bleſſed bee the Lord 
and Father of Chriſt. Alas, 
how had he beene our Fa- 
ther, ifhe had nor beene the 
Father of Chriſt firſt « And 
where had beene our annoin- 
ting , if Chriſt had notbeen 


1 annoynted firſt > Where had 


beene our inheritarce, ifhee 
had not beene the heire firſt ? 
and where had beene his 
love ro ns, if hee had not lo- 
ved him. firſt « for there 
could benno communion be- 


us, without that middle per- 


ſon, therefore Bleſſed be God, 
| I 4 the 


tweene- the Holy God and | 
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[perty things ; as indeed we 


|rhankſgiving ; 1t is the im- 
|ployment of Heaven : Oh, 
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the Father of Chriſt. 

Wee blefſe God for our 
meate and drinke, for the 
comforts of this World, for 
every thing : but doe we re- 
member to blefle God for 
Chriſt we blefſe God for | 


cannot bee too mach in 


but lerns blefe God efpeci- 
ally forhim, in whom wee 
have allinthis World, and] 
im another World: Blefledbe 

God for annoynting Chr/t. 
SoGod lowed the World, that 
he gave his ſonne hee could | 
not expreſſe how much, | 
Chriſt is Gods, therefore 
blefſe God for Chriſt above| 
all other thing whatſoe- 
ver. 


Ws ——_——__——_— 


And : 


| A Chrifttans C barter, 


And now ſeventhly,to goe 

boldly upon all occaſions to |7.Y/*. 
the throne of grace : Now - 1H," 
in Chriſt thereis good rearms 'thethrone 
berweene heaven and us, ſo of grace. 
long as we have our fleſh ſir- 
ting at the right hand of * 
God to pleade for us ; to| 
be aninterceſſour and advyo- | 
cate for us : letus goebold-} 
ly in all our neceſlities to the 
throne of grace, in the medi- 
ation of Chriſt. Chriſt 1s|- 
Gods, and with God at his 
right hand in all glory 'and 
majeſty , making requeſt for 
us : nothing can be thought 
| ofmore comfortable. Indeed 
without theſe conſiderations, | | F 
what 1s our Religion ? whar| 
is all mortalicy without 
knowing Godin Chriſt? This John. 17, 
is eternall life to know thee, 

and 
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' and whom thou haſt ſent, Je- 
{s Chrift. Itis the beginning; 


ofheaven, as Chriſt faith ; 


{isnot onely the way to bring 


us to heaven, bur it is ini- 
tall ſalvation. The know- 
ledge of God the Father,and 
the knowledge of Chriſt 


| comming from the Father, 


with a commiſſion to warke 
all for our good.. it is eter- 
'nall life. | 

| Thus we ſee what we may 
obſerve out of this, that 
Chriſtis Gods ; we can goe 
no further , we cannot rake 
up our reſt better than in 


( this * AF is owrs, and 


wee are CHRISTS, and 
CNRAIST is GODS. There- 
fore let us end with that 


In Romans the eleventh; 
Of him, and by him , and 
through 
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through bim are all things- 
Therefore to him bee glory 
for ever, and for ever. If 
all things come from the 
|Father, by, and through 
the Father in Chriſt: To ' 
the Father therefore 
beall glory for 
ever, and 
forever. 
Amen. 
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